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THE WORK IN WEST VIRGINIA, 


TuHose who have followed the most excel- 
lent work of the West Vircinta Fire UNDER- 
WRITERS ASSOCIATION since it took charge of 
fire underwriting in that state can only give it 
unstinted praise. West Virginia had been 
truly “no man’s land.” Various company or- 
ganizations have tried their hands, only to 
fail. The interests in the state are important 
and prosperous conditions prevailed, but the 
fire insurance companies made it literally a 
region of brigandage. 

The present organization brought order out 
of confusion. A new rating system was 
adopted. Good practices replaced careless- 
ness and rate-cutting. Standard forms and 
clauses were introduced. To-day West Vir- 
ginia, reporting to more different headquarters 
than any other state, does not have to take a 
back seat for anyone. 

The special agents have handled the state 
admirably. They have been allowed to build 
un their organization without being hampered. 
Companies have kept hands off. The field men 
have demonstrated what they can do. To-day 
the West Virginia Association is cne of the 
strongest field organizations in the entire coun- 
try. 





IF you are anxious to get hit with a brick 
just say a favorable word for the Roval Mus- 
koka hotel to anyone who attended the INTER- 
NATIONAL ACCIDENT UNDERWRITERS ASSOCIA- 
rION meeting. 


THE OHIO NEWSPAPER GRAFT, 


THERE has been much complaint in Ohio 
wer the graft on part of the news- 
papers in publishing the annual statements 
£ companies. Ohio has a law which has 
been on the statute books for half a century 
‘equiring every insurance company doing 
business in that state to publish its annual 
statement in a paper in every county where 
t is doing business. The papers construed 
it as “legal” advertising, for which the stat- 
ute permits a charge of $1 per square. The 
newspapers, however, leaded their matter 
quite extensively or displayed it in such a 
way to expand the space so that the charges 
began to be very heavy. 

The manner in which these statements are 
published is unintelligent, and every insur- 
ance man knows that the publication is ab- 


solutely valueless. On account of extortion 
of the papers the companies were compelled 
to seek relief and dealt with advertising 
agencies. This conflict has been waged, 
therefore, between the newspapers and the 
advertising agents. 

This year an advertising agency in Cleve- 
land appreciated the helplessness of the 
newspapers and hence organized a_ trust. 
The so-called legal rate is charged and also 
50 percent more for tabulated work. The 
advertising agency is to receive 40 percent 
of the rake-off. 

We understand that eminent legal counsel 
has declared that these annual statements 
are not subject to the charge of “legal” rates, 
and it is also said that this opinion is 
shared by Superintendent Vorys. If this is 
the case, then a trust has been formed and 
the papers are grafting on all the insurance 
companies doing business in Ohio. 

The only just way is for the newspapers 
to handle this matter as commercial business 
and charge the same rates as they do their 
regular advertisers. The excess extorted by 
the papers must ultimately be paid by the 
people. Many of the Ohio newspapers who 
are grafting on the insurance companies and 
padding their advertising rates are the loud- 


est to howl over fire insurance rates. The 
companics have always had ample defense 
whenever they have increased rates. The 


newspapers seem to have no excuse for their © 


grafting on the companies and charging them 
more than they do regular advertisers. 


UNION TO INCREASE CAPITAL. 
Stockholders of the Union of Philadelphia 
will meet Oct. 9 to vote on an increase in 
capital to $250,000, the new stock to be taken 
at 150 percent. Another increase is likely 
later on. The Union is doing a fine business, 
with a low loss ratio, 





B. & 0. INSURANCE FUND. 


The insurance fund of the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad has been growing to such an extent 
that it is thought that the company will soon 
be able to reduce the premiums paid into it 
and assume more of its own fire risk. The 
fund was started in 1901, with $250,000, and 
premiums are paid into it for every property 
insured. Properties worth less than $250 are 
insured in the fund entirely, while larger 
properties are insured partly in insurance com- 
panies. It is now planned to have the com- 
pany assume the risk on all properties worth 
less than $500, and a larger portion of that on 
the more valuable properties. 





SPECIAL AGENT DONICA TRANSFERRED. 


J. F. Donica, special agent of the Continen- 
tal in northern Illinois, is transferred to Okla- 
homa to take the place of G. W. Loop, who 
was called to the western department to be- 
come an examiner. 





FASSOLD GETS NEW POSITION. 


Frank Fassold of Indianapolis has been ap- 
pointed special agent of the Milwaukee Fire 
for eastern Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and 
Ohio. Mr. Fassold was formerly with the 
New York Underwriters, but later with the 
Lumbermens Mutual. 





TO CONSIDER ARKANSAS SITUATION. 


A meeting of company officials and man- 
agers will be held in New York next week to 
consider the Arkansas situation. There is 
much complaint regarding general agents or- 
ganizing stock companies to write business in 
Arkansas, and the impression is that the state 
authorities will eventually take exception to 
such methods as merely a ruse to cir- 
cumvent the law. Some companies feel that 
all liability in the state should be canceled, 





although this is regarded as too drastic a meas- 
ure to be taken. 





PROGRAI OF AGENTS’ CONVENTION, 





Wisconsin Association Schedules an Interest- 
ing Meeting to Be Held in Milwaukee Next 
Week—Talks Will Be Important. 





The following is the program for the an- 
nual meeting of the Wisconsin Local Agents 
Association to be held in Milwaukee on 
August 4: 

Forenoon Session Commencing at 11 A. M. 

Address of  Welcome—August Rebhan, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Response—E. S. Baker, Portage, Wis. 

President’s Address—Henry Fetzer, 
geon Bay, Wis. 

Address—Early Experiences in Wisconsin 
Insurance by H. R. Allen, Merrill, Wis. 

Appointment of Committee on Nominations. 
Afternoon Session Commencing 1:30 P. M. 

Address, Legislation in Madison—August 
Rebhan, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Review of the History of the National As- 
sociation—E. J. Tapping, Milwaukee. 

Discussion on questions before the National 
and State Associations by members. 

Appointment of Committee on Resolutions. 

Recess of 30 Minutes. 

Address, Lumber Insurance in Wisconsin— 
J. N. Manson, Wausau, Wis. 

Address, Tobacco Insurance in 
Wisconsin—O. S. Morse, Janesville. 

Secretary's and Treasurer’s Report—M. M. 
Patten, Milwaukee. 

Report of Committee on Nominations. 

Elections of Officers and Delegates to Na- 
tional Convention. 

Report of Committee on Resolutions. 





Stur- 


Southern 





MORE TROUBLE OVER COPIPANY /IAIL, 





Old Controversy Between the National Life 
U.S. A.,and the Chicago Manager of the 
National of Vermont Is Reopened. 


Last week the National Life, U. S. A., of 
Chicago, applied for an injunction to prevent 
the postmaster and others from delivering 
mail addressed “National Life Insurance Com- 
pany, Chicago, Ill.,” to D. G. Drake, manager 
of the National Life of Vermont at Chicago. 
The court declined to grant a temporary re- 
straining order, holding that it would not bear 
the case until it had been finally acted upon 
by the postoffice department. 

For a long time such mail was delivered to 
Mr. Drake without question. Two or three 
years ago, when the National, U. S. A., be- 
came an active factor in the business after the 
long spell in which it was practically dormant, 
and commenced to get a large amount of mail, 
it became 2 serious annoyance to have its let- 
ters go to Mr. Drake. Postmaster Coyne, 
however, decided that mail addressed as men- 
tioned should be delivered to Mr. Drake, al- 
though an exhibit of many letters showed that 
nearly all of them were intended for the 
National Life, U. S. A. The case was taken 
up to the postoffice department and referred 
to an assistant-general, who decided that the 
mail should be delivered to the National Life, 
U. S. A. More recently the case was referred 
by the postmaster-general to the attorney-gen- 
eral, who overruled the opinion of his subor- 
dinate. It was to prevent his ruling from go- 
ing into effect that injunction was sought. It 
is not thought that the National, U. S. A., will 
let the matter rest, although it cannot now be 
stated what action will be tried next. It claims 
that of the hundreds of letters received bearing 
the foregoing address, only two were intended 


for Mr. Drake. 





Meeting of the Commissioners. 


The annual convention of the insurance 
commissioners will be held at the Mt. Wash- 
ington Hotel, Bretton Woods, N. H., Sept. 
26-28. Owing to the recent events im the 
life insurance world this meeting will be a 
very important one. 





ALLIson—Those fine editorial touches and 
some of those spicy paragraphs in tke Insur- 
ance Field are due to the master hand of 
Young E. Allison, who is now giving that 
paper some of his time. Underwriters who 
were wont to read that Allisonian diction of 
other years will greet him with the utmost 
cordiality in his old field. After all, there is 
but one Allison. 
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FIELD ‘MEN CONDUCT INSURANCE 


: 
| SYMPOSIUM AT PUT-IN-BAY, OHIO. 
a sas * ' 





The insurance symposium held last week 
at Put-in-Bay was a success in every par- 
ticular, although the Michigan special agents 
did not participate. The Wolverines are now 
found in the northern part of Michigan, 
and as they had had their annual‘banquet at 
Grand Rapids it was not deemed best to 
co-operate with the - and West Virginia 
men at Put-in-Bay. N. B. Jones, president 
of the Michigan Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion, was present during the entire proceed- 
ings, while M. H. N. Raymond of the Royal 
Exchange, Robertson of the Phenix of 
Brooklyn, and Powrie of the Providence 
Washington were present part of one day. 

Executive Departments Represented. 

The home offices and departments were 
represented by Manager Barry of the Penn- 
sylvania, General Agent Downing of the 
North America, Assistant Manager Joseph 
of the North British, Agency Secretary L. S. 
Amonson of the American of Philadelphia, 
Assistant Manager Kelsey of the Sun, Sec- 
retary Lecky of the Virginia State, Assist- 
ant Secretary Hewett and Superintendent of 
Agents Andrews of the Michigan Commer- 
cial, Secretary Gooch of the Western Re- 
serve, Secretary Purmort of the Central 
Manufacturers Mutual, Secretary Cook of 
the Mansfield Mutual, Secretary McCormick 
of the Ohio Underwriters Mutual and Spring- 


field Underwriters Mutual, Rudolph Belcher 
of the Phenix. 
Brilliant Banquet Is Held. 
The symposium concluded on Friday 


evening with a banquet at which the ladies 
were present. The toastmaster was L. J. 
Bonar of the North America, the grand and 
mighty symposiarch, who was chairman of 
the general committee. During the entire 
two days’ meeting his face wore an ineffabie 
smile that eclipsed even the countenance of 
the sun that looked down upon the banqueters 
in the dining-room of the Victory. Not- 
withstanding this constant smile, Mr. Benar 
succeeded in introducing the speakers with 
much grace and held the turbulent ones 
down with remarkable skill. 


H. S. Nuiton and C. L. DeWitt. 


Some of the gentlemen who were on the 
banquet program failed to appear. The first 





speaker was H. S. Nulton, special agent of 
the Niagara in West Virginia, whose sub- 
ject was “Moral Obligations.” Mr. Nulton 


was one of the most popular of the West 
Virginia delegation and took a_ prominent 
part on the floor in the discussion. He said 
that the conditions in the fire insurance busi- 
ness were such that co-operation and_ or- 
ganization were necessary. ‘There is an ele- 
ment of chance and hazard in fire insurance 
which demands unity of action. He feels 
that, for the general good of the business, it 
is ofttimes necessary for special agents to 
make sacrifices. 

Carroll L. De Witt, general agent of the 
Newark Fire, was called upon at tue eleventh 
hour to respond to the toast, “The Ladies. 
Although without any preparation, Mr. De- 
Witt was so delightful in his expression he 
completely captivated the ladies, and on the 
following day was the hero of the occasion. 

State Fire Marshal Davis. 

H. D. Davis, the Ohio fire marshal, 
introduced as a “professor of bugology,” his 
specialty being the firebug. Mr. Davis gave 
some of his experiences in the fire marshal’s 


was 


office, showing that men whom the com- 
munity least expect are sometimes guilty of 
arson. He told of the difficulties confronting 


his detectives in’ securing information. He 
thinks that overinsurance 1s one of the great 
evils in the business, and says that stricter 
laws are necessary to prevent holding out 
this temptation to men to burn their prop- 
erty. 
Senator West Becomes Eloquent, 
State Senator West of Bellefontaine, 
man of the insurance 
ate, talked on 


chair- 
committee of the sen- 
“Ideas and Ideals.” He is a 








natural orator, and his flood of eloquence 
fascinated his listeners. He called attention 
to the effort of the masses to bring about 
reforms in religion, politics, society and busi- 
ness, and believes that the common people 
can be depended upon to do the right thing. 
He said that this was an age where ideas 
predominated over force. 

An improvised quartet, consisting of Steeb 
of the Continental, Winwood of the Pheenix 
of Hartford, Martin of the Home and Ran- 


som of the Providence Washington, was 
called forth to furnish vocal music, and, 
notwithstanding their lack of preparation, 


their efforts were highly enjoyed. 
The Cruise and the Dance. 

Another social feature of the occasion was 
a cruise through the islands on the steamer 
“Arrow” from 12:30 to 2:30 on Friday 
afternoon. This was one of the enjoyable 
features of the occasion, the grand pilot be- 
ing D. W. Andrews of the Michigan Com- 
mercial. 

The dance on Thursday evening was in 
charge of Special Agent Bolling of the Amer- 
ican of Philadelphia. Several of the guests 
of the hotel were invited to this function. 
It was well planned, and participated in by 
a majority of the field men and their wives. 

The Porch and the Grotto. 

The most popular rendezvous was on the 
front porch or in the mysterious grotto. 
Some of the gentlemen essayed the nata- 
torium in the front grounds of the hotel, 
the most dashing exploit being made by 
Carroll DeWitt, who, in attempting to slide 
down the toboggan, got stuck half way and 
had to be extricated by the swimming in- 
structor. John Hoover carried off the prize 
for high diving, while A. C. Speed was given 
the laurels for long-distance swimming. 

, General Downiog’s Address. 

The general meeting of all the delegates 
was held Friday morning. A. G. Sanderson 
of the A£tna called the meeting to order 
and stated its objects, introducing the pre- 
siding officer, Assistant Manager J. F. Jo- 
seph of the North British. Mr. Joseph was 
very happy in his introductory remarks and 
proved himself most successful in the chair. 
He first introduced General Agent Downing, 
who talked “on the “Amenities of the Pro- 
fession.” In addition to the usual definition 
of amenities he added rectitude. Mr. Down- 
ing called attention to the spirit of legis- 
latures in believing that fire insurance was 
in need of special regulation. The fire in- 
surance companies are regarded as outlaws. 
In some states the best that can be done 
is a gentlemen’s understanding. Mr. Down- 
ing declared that meanness never pays. He 
thinks the business calls for a fine quality 
of moral fiber. 

Loyalty Is Advocated. 

When men are true to each other it is 
a general rule that they are true to their 
companies and _ patrons. General Downing 
stated that all rates are advisory, so to speak, 
and the ten commandments, he declared, 
were only advisory, as all men are free moral 
agents. 

He show that the 
not conducted on 
and he thinks that all 
representatives of companies should dignify 
so important a business. The speaker said 
that field men were entitled to great’ credit 
for maintaining state organizations. He does 
not fear that the special agents will go very 
far wrong in their judgment, and hence does 
not think that companies need fear to trust 
them. He cited instances showing how field 
men can be mutually helpful. He believes in 
giving the young men a chance. 

Large Number of Sma:! Claims. 

General Downing called attention to the 
great number of small claims being made 
and said that agents urged the companies to 
pay these claims because “other companies” 
were doing so. He thinks that “other com- 
panies” cause a lot of needless trouble in 

(Centinued to Page 18.) 


gave some figures to 
fire insurance business is 
the peanut order, 





ACCIDENT MEN’SCONVENTION 


MUCH GOOD IN GETTING TOGETHER 





Meeting, Taken as a Whole, Was Successful, 
Although But Little of Definite Nature 
Was Accomplished. 


It takes a good deal of talk to accomplish re- 
sults where there are a large number of in- 
terested parties, and each one has hjs own 
views. This was well illustrated at the con- 
vention of the International Association of 
Accident Underwriters at Muskoka. It took 
a lot of talk, quite a bit of which was appar- 
ently afield from the main issue, to make a 
considerable advance in the direction of limi- 
tations in the policy. 

It was thought last year at Portland that 
certain things had been accomplished. They 
were left, however, in a sort of tentative shape, 
and the executive committee found the sen 
timent of the members not sufficiently crystal- 
lized to permit the Portland resolutions being 
made effective. 

Much Progress Has Been Made. 

When the discussion at Muskoka and the 
discussions at Portland are compared, it is 
easy to see that much progress has been made 
during the year. Last year no one was bound. 
This year there was an understanding that ii 
the important companies not represented at 
the convention would accede, the action should 


be made binding. This may not mear very 
much, yet it is a good deal. 
On two features there was a_ unanimous 


vote, viz., that of doing away with the bene- 
ficiary clause and the limitation of the indem 
nity period. All were agreed that the benefi 
ciary clause ought to be cut out. Some of the 
companies did not believe that there was any 
real need for limiting the indemnity period, 
notably the Travelers, but inasmuch as there 
was a very pronounced preponderance of sen- 
timent in favor of the limitation of fifty-two 
weeks for full indemnity and twenty-six weeks 
for partial indemnity, the Travelers an- 
nounced its willingness to abide by the opinion 
of the majority, provided some cf the mem- 
bers not present would also agree to it. These 
other companies when simmered down really 
means the Fidelity & Casuzlty, which is a 
member of the association, but was not repre- 
sented at the meeting. 
Contest Over Accumulation Feature. 

There were four companies opposed to the 
limitation of the accumulative feature. Those 
in opposition were the Central Accident, which 
originated accumulation, the Travelers, Phil- 
adelphia Casualty and the Empire State 
Surety. The question goes to the executive 
committee the same as the others do, and in 
the gossip of the hotel lobby the opinion was 
quite freely expressed that the opposing com- 
panies would come in, provided the Fidelity 
& Casualty would come in on all three. If 
an agreement can be reached, all of these 
measures will become effective Jan. 1, 1906. 
The distinct advance in all these things was 
the willingness of those present to have their 
vote binding without further consultation, pro- 
vided the other companies come in. 

Trend of the Discussion. 

It was quite interesting to note the trend 
of the discussions. Captain Masters of the 
London Guarantee & Accident made a strong 
and effective argument for a return to what 
might be called the simple life in accident in- 
surance. He argued that the public had not 
asked for these things; that being so, there 
was no reason for their continuance; that 
their only effect was to increase the loss ratio. 
Ralph Butler of the Central Accident, after 
arguing against the long period of indemnity 
and the beneficiary clause, defended the ac- 
cummulative feature. He generalized to quite 
an extent; his only real claim, however, was 
that it helped him to retain business and on 
this point he was careful not to give any 
figures that were likely to come back to plague 
him. John T. Stone of the Maryland Cas- 
ualty was strongly in favor of conservative 
point of view. William Bro. Smith of the 
Travelers said he had not changed his view 
that the two hundred weeks’ indemnity period 
was a good thing, that it was in harmony with 
the Travelers’ conception of proper indemnity 
for the assured. He was willing, however, to 


acknowledge the weight of opinion on the 
(Continued to Page 17.) 
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STRIKE FIRE MARSHAL LAW. 


OBJECTIONS TO PRESENT STATUTE. 








Annusl Meeting of the Minnesota Local Agents 
Association Was An Interesting One— 
Frank E. Joy Elected President. 





Minnesota’s new fire marshal law was 
branded as impracticable and worthless in a 
resolution introduced at the eighth annual 
convention of the Minnesota Association of 
Local Fire Insurance Agents, which was 
held in Minneapolis Tuesday. The _ resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the legislative 
committee after much discussion, urges the 
repeal of the law and the enactment of a 
measure providing for a fire marshal to be 
selected by a special board of underwriters. 

x ok 


The agents object to the new law in 
that it gives the marshal no power to inves- 
tigate fires unless loss complaints are made 
by some interested party, who is required to 
pay the expense. The agents maintain that 
this will discourage complaints and that the 
special tax of one-quarter of I percent on 
premiums imposed on the fire insurance com- 
panies should be sufficient to meet all ex- 
penses. 

Hoping to relieve the situation in St. 
Paul, where a rate war is impending, the 
association discussed a_ resolution recom- 
mending the National Association to con- 
demn rate cutting of all kinds. The reso- 
lution met the approval of most of the 
agents and was referred to the delegates to 
the annual convention at Denver in August, 
who were elected as follows: James P. 
Thomson and E. M. Christian, Minneapolis ; 
Joseph A. «Rogers, J. Q. Haas and G. W. 
Labrande, St. Paul. 

. 2.8 

President James P. Thomson in his open- 
ing address urged greater activity among 
the agents in an effort to assist the National 
association to effect reforms in underwrit- 
ing. Mayor Percy D. Jones, a practical un- 
derwriter, welcomed the agents on behalf of 
the city, 

M. H. Boutelle of Minneapolis, who read 
the principal paper, maintained that local 
agents and companies should get in closer 
touch with the people. He said that if the 
affairs of fire underwriting were given 
greater publicity much of the prejudice 
against fire insurance companies would pass 
away. 

There were about 100 agents in attendance, 
and reports read by the secretary showed 
that the association has had a most prosper- 
ous year. The membership increased from 
90 to 136. 


*k * * 
Officers were elected as follows: Presi- 
dent, Frank E. Joy, Stillwater; first vice- 


president, Theodore Williams, Mankato; sec- 
ond vice-president, C. E. Braden, Minneapo- 
lis; secretary and treasurer, W. H. Hart, St, 
Paul. 

After the business session the agents were 
taken on a trip to Lake Minnetonka, where 
they enjoyed a steamer ride and were served 
refreshments. 





LIKELY TO FIND AN IMPAIRMENT. 

The examination of the Armenia of Pitts- 
hurg now being conducted by the Pennsyl- 
vania department is expected to show the 
climination of the company’s surplus and 
possibly a slight impairment of capital. 
hremer, Du Four, Pinkney and Dudley, 
veneral United States agents for the com- 
pany, have lost the control which they held 
by virtue of fifty-one shares of its capital, 
secured through a loan from a_ Pittsburg 
bank. The present officers continue in 
charge, but a reorganization of the Armenia 
will likely occur within a short time. Charles 
N. Pinkney, formerly of the agency com- 
pany, is appointed New York attorney for 
he Armenia. 





President John R. Bland of the United 
States Fidelity and Guaranty sends a three- 
page letter to the company’s agents in the 
northwest reciting the history of its con- 
nection with the Fred L. Gray Company and 
the reason for severance of relations. 





OHIO FARMERS AGENTS’ CONVENTION. 





Indiana Men Hold Enjoyable Meeting at Wi- 
nona Lake—M. L. Pierce of Valparaiso Is 
Elected President of the Association. 


The Indiana Agents Association of the 
Ohio Farmers Insurance Company held its 
eleventh annual meeting at Wirona Lake 
this week, with the largest attendance in the 
history of the association. In his address be- 
fore the meeting, retiring president, George 
M. Cobb of Indianapolis, after compliment- 
ing the association upon the excellent show- 
ing made during the past year, called attention 
to the great good that had been accomplished 
by organization, and advocated the further 
perfection and perpetuation of the existing 
organization among the members covering the 
entire state. The following officers were 
elected for the ensuing year: President, M. 
L. Pierce, Valparaiso; Vice-President, O. W. 
McGeath, New Castle; Secretary and ‘Treas- 
urer, H. H. Woodsmatt, Indianapolis. Exec- 
tiuv committee, George M. Cobb, Indianap- 
olis; Eugene Coleman, Warsaw, and N. R. 
Chalfant, Bluffton. The home office of the 
Ohio Farmers was well represented by 
President J. C. Johnson, Secretary M. L. 
Benham, Directors Farrabee, McDermott, 
Elliott and Beach, and W. L. Haines. A 
unique feature of this meeting was a base 
ball game occurring on Tuesday afternoon be- 
tween teams selected from among the mem- 
bers, resulting in a laughable and enjoyable 
contest. 





FIRE LOSSES IN CHICAGO. 





There were 4,375 fire alarms in Chicago 
the first six months. The following are the 
fire insurance patrol figures showing only 
adjusted losses: 

1894. 1895. 

January 667.135 $ 655,716 
I is eatin coins aca isias 340,263 897,445 
March 519,220 226,388 
April 169,880 63,502 
May 360,073 105,817 
June 493.224 *58,500 

Total .............$2,550,705 $1,987,368 


*Fstimated. 





MORTON GETS EQUITABLE PRESIDENCY. 

Paul Morton, chairman of the board of 
directors of the Equitable Life of New 
York, was elected president yesterday. It is 
understood some of the company’s rules will 
be changed this week. 





WANT A SEPARATE ORGANIZATION. 


It is the opinion of those informed on the 
subject that the union will put into full effect 
the separation between Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee soon. The new ‘Tennessee law has 
already stopped the present two-state board 
from making rates and there is a strong and 
urgent demand from Tennessee agents and 
specials assigned particularly to Tennessee for 
the organization of a purely Tennessee board 
that will have charge of all the matters there 
which the law permits an association to handle. 
The existence of this demand has been made 
clear, it is believed to the majority of the 
sub-committee of the union on that subject, 
and action to that effect is almost certain to 
be recommended and adopted. 





Free to Local Agents 


LIBERTY FIRE EXTINGUISHERS GIVEN 
FREE DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST 


In order to introduce this reliable Fire Extin- 
guisher quickly, the m*nufacturers will give 
one Extinguisher free with each order received 
for one-half dozen, and three Extinguishers free 
with each order received for one dozen, in ad- 
dition to regular discounts given agents. 

Don’t hesitate to recommend this Extinguisher 
to your clients, as it is endorsed by General 
Agents, Special Agents, Local Agents and Fire 
Insurance men generally of Chicago, where it is 
manufactured, who know its record. Write at 
once for full particulars. Agents are making 
money rapidly handling it. Address, 


LIBERTY ASSOCIATION, CHEMICAL DEPARTMENT 
12-14 State St., Chicago 











STRONG DENVER PROGRAM 


LOCAL AGENTS PLAN FOR MEETING. 
Fire Insurance Men Will Have an Enjoyable 
and Profitable Season at Their National 
Convention Next Month. 








The following is the program of the annual 
convention of the National Association of Lo- 
cal Fire Insurance Agents to be held in Den- 
ver, Colo., Aug. 16-18: 

Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2 p. m.: 

Addresses of Welecome—C. D. Cobb, mayor 
of Denver. ‘ 

Response —Thomas H. Geer, Cleveland, O 

Report of the President—A. H. Robinson. 

Report of the Executive Committee—A. W. 
Neale, chairman. 

Report of “Conference Committee’—Charles 
F. Wilson. 

Informal Talk—C. H 
ex-president National 
“Cui Bono?” 

Introduction of New Business-—The execu- 
tive committee recommends the adoption of 
the following motion: “That all resolutions in- 
troduced be debated and then referred to the 
committee on resolutions for consideration and 
report.” 

Appointment of Committee on Resolutions 
and Nominations—Each state delegation will 
select one of its number for each committee. 
The president will designate the chairman of 
each committee. 

Thursday, Aug. 17, 10 a. m.: 

Reports—Committee on legislation, Emmett 
Rhodes, chairman; committee on organization, 
A. P. Ross, chairman; grievance committee, 
W. B. Flickinger, chairman. 

Address—Ralph W. Breckenridge, Omaha, 
Neb., chairman insurance law committee, 
American Bar Association; subject, “Federal 
Supervision of Insurance.” 

Report of the Treasurer—W. H. Mandeville. 

Report of the Secretary—Henry H. Putnam. 

New business. 

Roll-call of states. 

Thursday, 2:30 p. m.: 

Open debate; subject, “Non-resident Brok- 
ers and Agency Interests.” 

Address—R. W. Osborn, San Francisco, Pa- 
cific coast manager, Pennsylvania Fire Com 
pany; subject, “The Mistakes of Moses.” 

Roll-call of states. 

Nominations—At_ this point recon:menda- 
tions for names for the various offices may be 
made from the floor for the consideration of 
the committee oa nominations. 

Thursday evening the Colorado Association 
of Local Agents will entertain visiting dele- 
gates at “Elitch’s,” a first-class suburban resort. 

Friday, Aug. 18, 10 a. m.: 

Address—Young E. Allison, editor Insurance 
Field, Louisville, Ky.; subject, “Effects and 
Results of Organization.” 

Open debate; subject, “Organization of the 
National Association.” (1) Shall the basis of 
organization be the individual agent or the 
local agents’ board? (2) What measures shall 
be taken to strengthen the finances of the as 
sociation and increase its usefulness ? 

Report of the committee on resolutions. 

Report of the committee on nominations. 

Place of next meeting; invitations and rec- 
ommendations to be made to execuiive com 
mittee. 

Closing business. 

Friday afternoon: 

Denver insurance men have arranged for an 
automobile ride about the city. 

Saturday, Aug. 19: 

Denver agents will tender the visiting dele 
gates and their friends an excursion over a 
mountain road known as the “Moffatt Line,” 
taking in some of the finest scenery in the 
Rocky mountains. 


Woodwe rth, 
Asssociation 4 


suffalo, 
subject, 





The new three-foot main direct from the 
pumping station at Indiapolis to the business 
district is now connected ready for use. 





WANTED 


A young lady capable of operating Fisher type- 
writer for bordereau work. Insu'ance experience 
desirable. Mention salary required and business 
experience. Address N. 5, care The Western 
Underwriter Co , 145 La Salle Street, Chicago. 
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CUTTING'S SCATHING REPORT 


HE CONDEMNS METHODS OF GIANTS 








Massachusetts Commissioner Arraigns Big Life 
Companies for Bringing Frenzied Finance 
Practices Intoa Trust-Fund Business. 





Commissioner Cutting of Massachusetts, in 
a scathing report on life insurance, arraigns 
the big life companies for graft and gambling 
propensities that, he claims, are prevalent in 
the “giants.” He calls attention to the Equi- 
table’s condition, stating that its management 
was in an atmosphere of “franzied finance,” 
where men were all engaged in the selfish race 
for wealth, regardless of consequences to those 
about them. ‘These men had seen scores make 
fabulous profits out of all sorts of manipula- 
tions. They saw graft in public officials, city, 
state and national. They witnessed “tainted” 
money eagerly sought for by colleges and 
churches, and, living in this environment, these 
men, he claims, became permeated with the 
greed for gain until their moral vision was 
blurred. They weakened amid such conditions 
and surroundings. He states that this atmo- 
sphere is an indictment of the business and 
commercial practices which have developed 
during the last twenty-five years. 

Great Wealth a Temptation. 

He declared that the amassing of so much 
money in one institution held out a great temp- 
tation to a management corrupted with the 
tendencies of the times. They wanted to play 
for big game, and he said that life insurance, 
pure and simple, was not sufficient. Hence the 
big companies have resorted to bonds, gold 
bonds and investment policies of all kinds and 
fancy nomenclature. ‘They have thrown aside 
annual dividends for the tontine system in 
order to get greater profits to use. The gam- 
bling instinct, he claims, has been rampant at 
the home offices, resulting in officers becoming 
blunted as to responsibilities. Fabulous esti- 
mates have been made by agents in order to 
pile up business, 

Lavishness Runs Riot. 

Commissioner Cutting states that with so 
much money accumulated, the matter of $100,- 
ooo salaries seemed insignificant i in comparison 
with the total earnings. The supply of money 
was inexhaustible, and the mere doubling or 
tripling of salaries or throwing out money to 
agents or incurring other lavish expenses 
seemed infinitesimal. 

Continuing his report, Commissioner Cutting 
says: 

Practical Questions Arise. 


The practical which 


questions arise, ac- 
cording to the report, are: 
“1. How does the situation leave the 


Equitable financially? 

“2. Are there other companies which have 
been pursuing a like course in the mad race 
for wealth and power? 

“3. What should be done about it?” 

Mr. Cutting sees no reason for questioning 
the solvency of the “plundered” Equitable, 
for the shrinkage must make a compara- 
tively small impression on its immense sur- 
plus. But when he comes to discuss the 
methods of the other two great New York 


companies which with the Equitable are 
known as the “Big Three,” the commis- 
sioner distributes impartially his condemna- 


a of the methods pursued by: the New 
York Life and the Mutual Life of New York. 
Advances to Agents. 

“In the matter of advances to agents,” 
says he, “there has been more than one sin- 
ner, and the Equitable is not the only com- 

pany that has seen vast amounts lost. 

In the waste of putting on the books new 
business which has no_ staying quality, 
neither company has a monopoly, nor could 
either company shy a stone at either of the 
others on account of high salaries to officers 
without exposing its own glass house to dan- 
ger from a return shot. 

Blame Given to All. 

“In the matter of funds on deposit in 
banks and trust companies, while the Equi- 
table has been the greatest offender, there 
is likewise no excuse for the showing made 
by the other two companies.” 

Mr. Cutting produces a set of tables sub- 
stantiating this last statement and showing 
the amount of deposits in specified trust com- 
panies on the 1st of February, April, June, 





October and December, 1904, totals as of Dec. 

1, being as follows: 

Equitable ee ee ee ee ee $34,128,401 

Mutual Life of New York 17,501,668 

PE ON soon Hae s Kenks ks does 16,261,031 
Condemns Large Deposits. 

Continuing on these lines, the commis- 
sioner says: “Even the smallest of these is 
a large amount, and the worst of it is that 
the bulk is kept in a few favored institutions. 
The Equitable’s deposits were mainly in trust 
companies in which large blocks of the stock 
were held by the Equitable officers, as the 
Frick report has revealed. There ought to 
be an immediate and complete reform by each 
of the companies in respect to making such 
extraordinary deposits, even though they bear 
interest, without the necessity of compelling 
it by legislation. 

Deferred ‘Dividend Policies. 

“As to deferred dividend contracts cover- 
ing long periods, it would be hard to say 
which of the three has led the procession 
and it makes little difference where all have 
bent their energies toward issuing this kind 
of contract to the exclusion of others.” 

In dealing with the life insurance abuses as 
revealed by the sensational developments in 
the Equitable and in other of the great life 
insurance companies in New York and New 
Jersey, the commissioner waxes sarcastic and 
vehement alternately. 

“The apparent reason for them is,” says he, 
“that the system supplies such enormous ac- 
cumulations, which can be used for expen- 
ses and the policyholders be none the wiser 
until their deferred dividend periods have 
expired, when, as experience has shown, it 
does no good to make a protest at the un- 
satisfactory returns. It avails nothing to hire 
counsel. Under the contract it is the officers 
who determine the amount of the dividend 
and the policyholder has no right to demand 
even an accounting. 

Wisconsin Law Is Cited. 

“This demoralizing form of contract, which 
is responsible for a large part of the evils 
in life insurance and which ought to be pro- 
hibited in every state for a longer period 
without an accounting than five years (as 
has been done recently by the legislature of 
Wisconsin), is the form that all three of the 
companies have pushed to the exclusion of the 
one calling for frequent accountings to the 
policyholders. 

“Only one of the companies is controlled 
by a stock vote. But should the policyhold- 
ers of the other two undertake to elect a new 
board of directors or change the present man- 
agement of either they would find the forces 


intrenched in an almost impregnable fort- 
ress.’ 

The commissioner's “remedy” is thus 
vaguely set forth: 

“For these reasons, it is argued, there 
should be set up more statutory barriers 


which officers of insurance companies can- 
not pass without danger of punishment— 
not punishment for the corporation by 
mulcting it, and through it the policyholders, 


but punishment for the responsible officials. 
String to ‘‘Remedy.’’ 

“On the other hand, it is held that there is 
statute law enough, and that the state ought 
not to attempt to be so paternal as to take 
cognizance of every little wrong which time 
and publicity and public opinion will cure. 

“There is this to be said, that the ‘Thou 
shalt’ and the ‘Thou shalt not’ of the statute 
law has a more immediate effect. Had there 
been direct provision in the statutes of the 
leading states forbidding the issuing of long- 
term deferred dividend policies, many of the 
present evils would have been averted. Had 
there been other statutes prohibiting other 
practices, the restraint would have been felt. 

“It would seem on the whole that the leg- 
islature might well take up the question of 
deferred dividends with a view of compelling 
a reform, and also give attention to the rela- 
tions between insurance companies and their 
allied trust companies with a purpose to put 
a stop as far as possible to the illicit interest 
of officers and those having charge of invest- 
ments and the disposition of funds of an in- 
surance company in the transactions they 
direct. 

“A consideration of the question of limiting 
expenses would also be in order.” 





Jesse Lull, representing the American 
Health & Accident at South Haven, Mich., 
was found dead in that city a few days ago. 





POLICY HOLDERS GIVE VIEWS. 


LETTER TO EQUITABLE TRUSTEES. 


Sub-Committee of Protective Committee Tells 
What It Considers the Duties and Proper 
Plans of a Mutual Company. 











The Protective Committee of Policyhoiders 
of the Equitable Life, with headquarters in 
Boston, has made public a letter which a com- 
mittee of that body addressed to the three 
trustees of the Equitable stock on July 12. 
It contains many such excellent views on life 
— that it is given here practically in 
ull. 

“At the conference held June 27, 1905, be- 
tween yourselves and Whitman, Field and 
Amory of our committee, and our counsel, 
Louis D. Brandeis, you requested that we sub- 
mit to you in writing the substance of the 
views as to the future management of the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society which we 
had expressed to you orally on that day. This 
we now do. 

Preper Aim of the Society. 

“The sole aim of the society should be to fur- 
nish insurance of absolute safety at the small- 
est possible cost. The ability to do this must 
be the test of success. Efforts to secure a 
large amount of new business or to increase 
the assets controlled by the society are justi- 
fiable only so far as they subserve that end. 

“In ordet that insurance of absolute safety 
may be furnished at the smallest possible cost, 
radical changes in system must be introduced. 
The mere substitution of other officers, how- 
ever scrupulous and efficient, or the discon- 
tinuance of particular extravagant or illegal 
practices, or the recovery of profits wrong- 
fully diverted, will not suffice. 

New Business at High Cost Is a Burden. 

“Tn order to secure insurance at low cost the 
society must, in addition to other economies, 
discontinue the lavish payments for agents’ 
commissions and for advertising, practices 
common among promoters of mining enter- 
prises and of patents, and substitute therefor 
methods more nearly following those of the 
great savings banks and the mill mutual insur- 
ance companies. No benefit can result to 
policyholders from the mere increase in the 
volume of business. The conditions in a great 
life assurance company are wholly unlike those 
of railroad or manufacturing concerns, where 
increase of business naturally tends to reduce 
the cost, because there are fixed charges to be 
distributed against the total earnings. The 
conditions in a mutual life insurance society, 
like the Equitable, are also wholly unlike those 
in ordinary private businesses, whether incor- 
porated or not, where the increase in volume 
may tend to reduce the cost to the public, be- 
cause the owner of the business is content to 
accept a less percent of profit on the output in 
order to secure a greater aggregate profit re- 
sulting from larger gross receipts. In a life 
insurance company already large, new business 
obtained at higih cost must necessarily prove 
a burden to existing and future policyholders. 

Object to High-Pressure Methods. 

“A mutual life insurance societ yshould, as 
to each policyholder, be conducted as a benevo- 
lent institution. No one should be induced to 
take out a policy unless it is advisable to do so 
in the interests of those whom he desires to 
protect by it. No one should be lured into 
becoming a policyholder. The fact that in 
1904, a year of general prosperity, 33,354 poli- 
cies lapsed, when the average number issued 
in the two preceding years was only 112,139, 
indicates that a very large number of persons 
were at least ill-advised when they took out 
insurance in the society. The fact that 22,220 
policies, aggregating $81,649,314 duly applied 
for, passed, written, and entered, were not 
taken by intending policyholders, indicates the 
high degree of persuasion which must have 
been exercised by the society’s agents or solici- 
tors. In addition to the 33,354 lapsed policies, 
there were in 1904 also 9,691 policies, aggre- 
gating $34,300,929, surrendered, while onl) 
11,279 policies, aggregating $33,866,917, came 
to a natural termination by death, maturity or 
expiry. 

“The relation of the society to intending 
policyholders should obviously be not onl 
free from active deception, but should be char 
acterized by complete frankness. Unfortu 


nately, this obligation has not been observe« 

in the past, as is shown among other things 

by the advertisement of a surplus of ove 
(Continued to Page 17.) 
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AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO. 


AFTER ALLEGED WILDCATTERS. 


The grand jury has indicted Justice Isaac 
Hartman, a justice of the peace in Harvey, 
a suburb of Chicago, M. J. Maloney, a law- 
yer, and H. H. Nye, a detective. Complaint 
was made against these persons in connection 
with running two Lloyds, the Colonial Fire 
Underwriters and the Northern Fire Under- 
writers. Detective Wooldridge of the police 
department brands these companies as wild- 
cats. They are located at 119 La Salle street 
and supposed to be run by Peter Hoffman. 
It is charged that Justice Hartman and Hoff- 
man are one and the same. 

+e ++ 


THORNTON DISBARMENT PROCEEDINGS. 


The testimony in the disbarment proceed- 
ings against William P. Thornton, a Chicago 
attorney formerly associated with Fred H. 
Rowe, attorney for the Illinois insurance de- 
partment, is being continued. The prosecu- 
tion is attempting to show that Thornton re- 
ceived contributions from local Lloyds man- 
agers as immunity from proceedings. A. C. 
Hayner, a wildcat man, was put on the stand 
and testified to having paid $100 to Thornton 
to prosecute eastern Lloyds. Hayner was 
arrested by the United States authorities for 
using the mails in conducting an illegal in- 
surance business. It is claimed that Thorn- 
ton received Hayner’s $100 after his arrest. 
Charles Brock-Jones testified that he con- 
tinued using limited liability Lloyds policies 
after he had put up $100 to have Thornton 
prosecute eastern Lloyds using that kind of 
a policy. 





++ ++ 
REORGANIZATION OF THE ANCHOR. 

When the Anchor Fire of Cincinnati reor- 
ganizes as the Ohio German its financial and 
home office headquarters will be moved to 
Toledo, which will be convenient to the home 
of Judge Donnelly, who will retain a large 
financial interest in the company. The un- 
derwriting headquarters will be at Chicago in 
charge of A. Loeb & Sons. 

The company will probably get started 
under its new name, the Ohio German Fire, 
about Sept. 1. The surplus has been in- 
creased by $50,000, making a total of $90,000. 
The increase will be made up from volun- 
tary contributions of the stockholders and 
no regular assessment will be made. The 
funds of the company will be invested in 
government bonds and other high-class se- 
curities, 

++ ++ 
EXCESS COMMISSIONS FOR TORNADO BUSINESS. 

Report is current that certain union com- 
panies are paying 25 percent commission for 
tornado business coming from mixed agencies, 
while the union rule prohibits the payment of 
this rate of compensation in other than graded 
commission agencies. Companies are answer- 
ing to the roll call. 
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HAS A FARM DEPARTMENT. - 

The Citizens of St. Louis, Mo., which has 
been writing considerable sub-agency and farm 
department business, has established a regular 
farm department at the home office to take 
charge of this class. It will write in those sec- 
tions which have proven profitable. Thus the 
Citizens and Hartford will both write farm 
business. The Hartford is limiting its opera- 
tions in the farm line to parts of Illinois, Mis- 
ouri and some of the far western states. 

++ ++ 
INCONSISTENCY ON LUMBER RATES. 

Attention has been called to the incon- 

istency of union rates on mill lumber yards 

s regards lumber located but 100 feet from 
awmill. In former times lumber so situated 
vas considered a detached risk, hence was 

iven a material reduction in rate as compared 
to the mill rate. Of late years, however, it has 

een fully demonstrated that, in the majority 
‘f cases 100 feet clear space guarantees no 
protection to lumber in event of a fire in the 
mill, and vice versa. The usual lumber rates 
are 2 percent with 200 feet clear space clause 





attached to policy; 2'4 percent with 150 feet 
and 3 percent with 100 feet. Now a company 
may have a line on a sawmill at, say 6 per- 
cent, yet the lumber, but 100 feet away, must 
be written at 3 percent, with the certain knowl- 
edge that, if the mill takes fire, and the wind 
is blowing toward the yard, the lumber will 
be destroyed. On account of this glaring in- 
consistency some underwriters are agitating 
the question of amending the lumber yard 
rates, particularly as applicable when but 100 
feet of clear space is maintained. 
++ ae 


FACTORY ASSOCIATION AND ANNEXES. 


The applications for membership in the 
Western Factory Association of the L. & L. 
& G. of New York and the German Alliance 
were last week referred to a committee, which 
will examine into the question of admitting 
annexes and report in a couple of weeks. 
There is considerable opposition to admitting 
annexes on the part of some of the companies 
that do not maintain any, as there are now 
enough companies in the association to handle 
the present business, and these companies do 
not care to have their shares reduced in order 
that some other companies may get shares for 
themselves, and also for their annexes. Ac- 
tion on the application of the Royal Exchange 
was also postponed until the committee reports, 
although the annex question has nothing to do 
with it, of course. 

+e ++ 

WHISKY INSURANCE SAID TO BE SHORT. 

Some Chicago agencies are said to be having 
difficulty in getting insurance enough to cover 
large whisky lines. Since the reduction in 
rates on Kentucky bonded whisky two years 
ago, some companies are much less desirous 
of this business than they were previously, and 
the big distillery loss at Peoria a few months 
ago had a further dampening effect on their 
desire for whisky lines. It is stated that some 
companies have practically discontinued writ- 
ing it, while others have cut down their lines 
materially. Offices that have some brokerage 
connections at Cincinnati and other points are 
said to have no trouble in placing their lines. 

ae ++ 


WANT ARKANSAS LEFT ALONE. 


It is said in certain well-informed quarters 
in Chicago that one or two of the big southern 
general agencies that have been quite active in 
organizing companies to operate in Arkansas 
are likely to hear from their companies on the 
subject. The companies do not look with 
favor upon these actions, which will tend to 
relieve the pressure in Arkansas, due to the 
workings of the King anti-trust law. They 
want the law to have its full effect, so that 
other states that have legislatures of similar 
leanings will have before them an example of 
what it means to drive out fire insurance com- 
panies. 

ae ++ 


IOWA COMPANIES WILL NOT JOIN. 


The western companies writing tornado in- 
surance hope to see considerable improvement 
owing to the agreement on the new policies. 
It is thought that 90 percent of the business 
written in the west will be under uniform 
contracts. The Iowa companies will not agree 
to the new policy form, they desiring to con- 
tinue writing a combined fire and tornado 
policy. Considerable effort was made to get 
these companies to agree to the new contract, 
but they did not desire to give un their old 
plan. 

++ a 


BETTER WATER SERVICE FOR OAK PARK. 


Much satisfaction is expressed in insurance 
circles over the consummation of a deal where- 
by the village of Austin has been disconnected 
from the Oak Park municipal water service, 
now getting its supply from Chicago. There 
has previously been much complaint over the 
poor service and low pressure of the Oak 
Park waterworks, and it is thought with 
Austin no longer to be supplied, the efficiency 
of the service will be materially enhanced. 
The formal transfer of the Oak Park water 
company’s plant in Austin to the city of Chi- 
cago will take place by August 1. 





Barry & Loeb of New York get the Shaw- 
nee Fire for the east. 





QHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


BRANCH OFFICE FOR TWO COUNTIES. 











Ohio Inspection Bureau Puts Geo. Burglehaus 
in Charge of Trumbull and Mahoning Coun- 
ties with Youngstown as Headquarters. 


Manager Sellers of the Ohio Inspection 
Bureau has arranged to have a branch office 


located at Youngstown to cover Trumbull 
and Mahoning counties. George Burgle- 
haus, formerly with the Insurance Survey 


Bureau of Chicago, will be in charge. This 
will no doubt settle the trouble at Youngs- 
town, as a local inspector will be always at 
hand to make new ratings and give credits 
for improvements. The Youngstown agents 
are pleased with the prospects and have 
agreed to the rates which will be established 
by the bureau. The county seat of Trumbull 
county is Warren. There are a number of 
fairly good towns in the two _ counties, 
which will be made the jurisdiction of the 
new inspector. 





GRAFTON SITUATION UNSETTLED. 

The situation at Grafton, W. Va., still re- 
mains the same. A movement was started to 
organize a board there to maintain rates and 
allow the Co-operative Real Estate & Insur- 
ance Agency to remain outside. It is under- 
stood that the manz igement of this agency has 
in mind the purchasing of the stock he id by 
business men. It is not thought that the stock- 
holders are very well pleased with the results. 
The latest development is the retirement of the 
Home of New York from this agency, which 
will have a bearing on the situation. The 
West Virginia Fire Underwriters Association 
has decided to take no action at Grafton at the 
present time. 


++ ++ 
OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
American, Pa.—O. J. Edwards, Waynesville; 


Ahlefeld & Andrews, Kenton. 


4tna—T. C. Edwards, Ironton; Fred H. Con- 
verse, Plain City; J. H. Leonard, La Rue; E. R. 
Terry, Williamsport. 


Atlas—C. G. Bosch & Co., Hamilton. 

Amer, Cent.—F. M. G. Libert, Weston. 

Continental—Hough & Reigel, Greenville; J. H. 
Marlin, Covington. 

Commerce—L. P. 
Froom, Youngstown. 

Citizens—Meeker & Minnich, 


Hoffmaster, Mahoning; A. H. 


Greenville. 


German, Ill.—Ed Wild, Arcanum; J. T. Bred 
well, McArthur. 

Home, N. Y.—Tryon Bailey, Chagrin Falls; EF. 
O. Barnet, Camden; W. G. Shannon & Co., Eaton; 
J. W. Rider, Barberton; E. J. Moore, Urichs 
ville; M. M. Agler, Ohio é ity. 

Lumbermans—J. C. Colgan, Columbus. 

Mechanics—J. C. Colgan, Columbus. 

Mil. Mech.—McLaughlin & Milliken, Cadiz; 
— & Dakin, Lebanon; O. J. Edwards, Waynes 
ville 

or Com’'l—W. A. Little, Canton. 

W. National—G. E. Kite, St. Paris; C. F. 
Fanihaper. Cleveland; Stanley Spragens, Cincin 
nati; F. H. Rummell, Kenton. 

Prov. Wash.—C. A. Holmes, Bridgeport; Buell 
& Robinson, Lorain. 

St. Paul—A. J. Brennan, Wellsville; Atwell 


Bros., Zanesville. 
Teutonia, La.—Rothier & Benus, Cincinnati. 
++ ++ 


HARMONIZING COLUMBUS RULES. 

The rules of the Columbus board, which 
have not been in conformity with the regu- 
lar permits and rules acknowledged by the 
companies, will be changed and will go into 
effect at an early date. 

++ ae 
WANT ALL TO CO-OPERATE. 

The four or five counties in Hocking Val- 
ley that have combined on a stamping sec- 
retary at Athens will soon be in better shape, 
provided all the agents agree to report their 
business through the secretary. ‘There are 
some agents that seem to be dilatory in this 
regard. 

++ ae 
CHARGE FOR SPRINKLERS. 

At the instigation of Superintendent Bemis 
of the Cleveland water department, it is 
claimed the Cleveland board of public service 
has passed resolutions to the effect that cer- 
tain charges shall be made to those who put 
in sprinkler equipment, for the water service. 
The claim is made in these resolutions that 
the street mains must be made larger to fur- 
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nish this service than is required for adjoin- 
ing buildings and that, as no charge is made 
for water for fire purposes, large taps should 
be subject to semi-annual messes. Insur- 
ance people and the Cleveland Inspection 
Bureau feel that the move is a stroke against 
better fire protection, and that such antics to 
increase the revenue to the water department 
will keep new manufacturing concerns from 
locating in the city. 





CONTROVERSY OVER LUMBER FORM. 





Cleveland Agents Think the Companies, in 
View of Conditions, Should Permit Policies 
of Gray Company to Remain Unchanged. 





The local agents in Cleveland are arguing 
with companies the question of amending the 
form of policy covering on the property of the 
Guy & Ralph Gray Lumber Company, referred 
to in last issue of THE WesTeERN UNDERWRITER. 
The companies object to the clause making loss 
payable to the Cleveland Storage Company 
and to any holder of storage warrants issued 
by the Cleveland Storage Company. ‘The 
agents explain that, about two years ago, the 
Gray Company became financially involved, 
and, as an aid in the conduct of its business, 
turned its property over to the Cleveland Stor- 
age Company, which placed a custodian in 
charge and issued warehouse warrants which 
were held by Joseph Colwell as trustee for five 
banks, which have advanced the necessary 
funds to the assured to carry on the business. 
It is reported that all but 3 percent of the in- 
debtedness to old creditors has been paid off 
and, in event of loss, the agents think there 
should be no trouble in locating the warrants, 
as they are all held by Colwell, he issuing per- 
sonal certificates to the banks. Companies are 
further reminded that the issuing of ware- 
house receipts or warrants is quite common 
with grain, whiskey, iron ore end other insur- 
ance, and as a matter of convenience, obviat- 
ing the necessity of making loss payable in 
each specific policy in favor of any particular 
bank. It is not vet decided whether the com- 
panies will give in or whether the insured will 
accept the amendment. 





WILL TAKE IN HISTORICAL POINTS. 


Sandusky County Agents Arrange for a Boat 
Ride Down the River—Special Agents 
Will Be Invited. 





At the last monthly meeting of the San- 
dusky county fire underwriters it was de- 
cided to give a boat ride down the river to 
Cedar Point on Aug. 15. All special agents 
having their companies represented in San- 
dusky county will receive invitations. 

There are many places of interest along 
this river. In 1813 General Proctor of the 
British army brought his fleet up this river 
and fired upon Fort Stephenson, where Fre- 
mont, O., is now situated. This place is also 
the home of the late President R. B. Hayes 
and Gen. R. P. Buckland of Shiloh fame. 
Near the mouth of the river is the famous 
Johnson Island, where a prison was located 
during the civil war. 

Seott S. Wolf, V. D. Butman and Joseph 
Schwartz of Fremont, D. C. Fuller of Clyde 
and W. S. Lee of Bellevue have been ap- 
pointed a committee to make arrangements 
for the trip. 





INCENDIARY AT PARKERSBURG. 

That an incendiary is at work in the east 
end of Parkersburg, W. Va., seems certain. 
Recently a section of glass was taken from 
the front of C. P. Lowry’s shoe store and fire 
set to paper inside. This is said to be the 
seventh attempt to burn out the city block in 
which the store is located. 

haa + 
DISCUSS EXTENSION OF JURISDICTION. 
- At the last meeting of the governing com- 
mittee of the Cleveland Exchange the mat- 
ter of extending the jurisdiction of the or- 
ganization to include the entire county was 
given another whirl, but no decision was 
made. It is hard to tell when any action 
will be taken in the matter. The principal 
advantages to be gained by this move are 





that city agents will be placed upon the 
same basis with respcet to the large risks 
outside as on those within the city limits, 
and rate-cutting will be prevented. As it is, 
city agents are in a position to bid against 
cach other on this business, and it so hap- 
pers that they sometimes compete with their 
own representatives in the smaller places. 
++ ++ 
WILL DISTRIBUTE BOOKS FREE. 

The Ohio Field Club, which got out a 
hook covering standard clauses, permits, etc., 
as used by the National Board, has decided 
to distribute these books free to local agents 
who make request for them. They can be 
secured from A. G. Sanderson at. Colum- 
bus, O. 

+ + 
HAMILTON BOARD’S BANQUET. 

The Hamilton Board held its annual ban- 
quet at Stroh’s restaurant in the form of a 
chicken supper. Aside from some remarks by 
President Daggett and Secretary C. J. Parrish, 
most of the evening after supper was spent in 


telling stories. Eighteen members were 
presert. 





CUT RATES ON CATHOLIC PROPERTY. 





House of the Good Shepherd at Cleveland Is 
Written Below Tariff in Spite of 
Exchange Rule. 


Complaint has been lodged against one of 
the leading agencies in Cleveland for writing 
the property known as the “House of the Good 
Shepherd,” Sterling avenue and Siblev street, 
at a cut rate. Manager Patton of the Cleve- 
land Inspection Bureau, in March, 1902, made 
a rate of 85 cents annual on the risk, and ex- 
presses surprise that a rate of 114 percent for 
three years has been furnished, there appar- 
ently being no occasion for any reduction. 

About a year ago the Cleveland Fire Un- 
derwriters Exchange withdrew all competitive 
rates on Catholic property, and made a ruling 
that no relief rates would thereafter be made 
on such property, or any other classes coming 
under the head of churches, schools and insti- 
tutions. This ruling is still in effect, and any 
departure from the tariff rate on the risk in 
question is made voluntarily by the agency 
writing the business. Such action is construed 
as establishing a precedent to write all other 
Catholic institutions at cut rates, and the 
writing of any one of such risks in Cleveland 
at less than the advisory rate simply means, 
in the opinion of the other agencies, that 
sooner or later other institutions will hear of 
the infraction and demand similar concessions. 
In order to prevent any demoralization the 
companies interested will be called on to insist 
upon the full tariff rate. 





PHYSCHEING CLUB OUTING. 

The Physcheing Club outing will be held at 
Coney Island on Saturday, and the main fea- 
ture of the day will be the basebail game be- 
tween two picked nines in the afternoon. Din- 
ner will be served at the clubhouse at 6:30. 
From present indications there will be a large 
number of the “boys” at the outing, and there 
will be something doing every minute. The 
committee in charge is endeavoring to inveigle 
George Lahusen, formerly in the insurance 
business, to act as umpire in the ball game, 
but up to a late hour Mr. Lahusen kas not 
taken out any extra life and accident policies, 
which evidertly means that he does not intend 
to accept. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


William Loehmeyer of Loehmeyer & Gosh- 
orn of Charleston, W. Va., has gone on a trip 
to Germany. 

G. W. Kitzmiller of Toledo has sold his 
agency to John Connell, which disposes of a 
non-board office. 

The fire that destroyed the Columbus Pack- 
ing Company’s plant at Columbus, O., is be- 
lieved to have been of incendiary origin. 

It is reported from Youngstown, O., that 
Long Brothers have notified the local board 
that they will not join. Other members of the 


board will endeavor to induce them to change 
their minds. 





UNDERWRITING IN MIGHIGAN 


ELDRIDGE WANTS THAT $1.50 QUICK. 











Secretary of the Michigan Agents Association 
Sends Out a Fervid Appeal for Cash 
and More Members. 





Here is a characteristic communication from 
Secretary Eldridge of the Michigan Associa- 
tion of Local Agents, sent out on a postal 
card: 

“It takes two to make a bargain. 

“It takes a mighty sight of drumming some- 
times to get two to make a bargain. It takes 
1,5co circular letters, big and small cards, to 
tell you the Michigan association meets at 
Detroit, Aug. 8, 1905, and the national asso- 
ciation at Denver, Aug. 16-17-18, also that any 
fire insurance agent in Michigan is eligible to 
membership, and $1.50 a year pays the bill. 
Again, the $1.50 should be sent to me. [ have 
time to burn, but cannot use it looking after 
these $1.50s. Uncle Sam has a good proposi- 
tion, which reads like this: Put a two-cent 
stamp on an envelope, direct it to W. A. 
Eldridge, 33 Fort Street West, and it will be 
delivered. Do not forget, however, to put in- 
side the envelope $1.50. Say honest, pay up. 
If you have paid you are O. K.; this card is 
meant for the fellow who has not paid. 

“To-morrow’s a myth, To-day is a fact. 
Get busy.” 





MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

American, N. J N. W. Ely, Homer; Miller & 
Mosher, Owosso. 

American, Pa.—Miller & Mosher, Qwosso. 

Capital—John A. Palmer, Chelsea; C. M. Broas, 
tlillsdale. 

Com’! Union, Eng.—Mrs. Clara A. Rider, Ban 
gor: H. P. Fullenwider, South Haven. 

Colonial—E. DD. Haines, Muskegon; E. M. Scho 
held, Traverse City. 

Ger. Amer., N. Y.—Geo. F. Caldwell, Flint; 
Wachtel & Galster Co., Petoskey. 

German, Freeport—Miss Nellie I. Herrick, Oli 
vet. 

Girard—Miller & Mosher, Owosso; Chas. 
Campbe, Rochester; Robert Turner, Romeo. 

Nat'l Union—A. E. Russell, Grand Ledge. 

N. W. Nat’l—Miller & Mosher, Owosso. 

N. B. & M., N. Y.—C. W. Chauncey, Grand 
Rapids. 

North River—Jas. J. Henderson, Big Rapids ; 
Oscar Valmer, Grayling. 

Palatine—Il. P. Fullenwider, South Haven. 

Pruss. Nat’i—Roy M. Dudlum, Battle Creek. 

Royal Exch.—Irving McArthur, Lapeer. 

Roya . P. Fullenwider, South Haven. 

Security, Ct.—Miller & Mosher, Owosso. 

St. Paul—Hardy Bros. & Co., Lansing; Ebin 
Wilson, St. Louis. 

Teutonia—Miller & Mosher, Owosso. 

_— Firemens—Herman Bonninghausen, De 
troit. 














++ ++ 
THINK GRAND RAPIDS FLURRY IS OVER. 


It is said that the threatened trouble at 
Grand Rapids over the loss of preferred 
business on account of the action of two 
or three agencies there in going after it has 
been averted by the prominent agencies 
agreeing to observe good practices. The 
situation at Grand Rapids has been satisfac- 
tory, but there have been indications of 
some of the agents being too greedy for 
business and resorting to practices that did 
not conform with the highest ethics. It is 
thought, however, that the strongest agencies 
in the city will be able to control the situa 
tion. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


At Buchanan, Mich., Herbert Roe gets the 
German American, vice W. A. Palmer. 

A new electric pump costing $2,600 is being 
tested at the waterworks plant at Albion. 

Chandler & Burwell have moved from the 
Hammond building at Detroit to 305 Whitney 
building. 

John S. Wittliff, who entered the fire insur- 
ance business at Port Huron four months ago. 
has purchased the Harvey S. Bush agency. 

A. F. Little and D. G. Shorter have formed 
a partnership and will open an insurance office 
at Traverse City under the name of Little & 
Shorter. Both are good-sized men when it 


comes to doing business. 

William P. Hicks, receiver of the Preferre« 
Farmers Mutual Fire of Holly, Mich., is 
suing a number of former policyholders t: 
collect the assessment made necessary to pay 
the company’s debts, and wind up its affairs. 
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WEEK'S NEWS IN INDIANA. 


MEETING OF INDIANA LOCAL AGENTS. 











Splendid Convention of the State Association 
Held in Indianapolis Last Week—Fine 
Prospects for This Year. 


The Indiana Association of Local Fire In- 
surance Agents held its seventh annual meet- 
ing in the assembly room of the Commercial 
Club at Indianapolis, July 20. There was a 
goodly company, about 150 in attendance all 
told, the field men being well represented. 
Outside of a couple of hours taken up at the 
festive midday board, the whole day practi- 
cally was spent in discussing the benefits of the 
organization, and the need and methods of im- 
proving it. 

The only business set for the morning 
session was the election of officers and the 
selection of delegates to the meeting of the 
national association. The consideration of 
men who would niake good officers was given 
over to a committee, and it exercised such 
judgment that the choice met with the unani- 
mous approval of the association, which 
promptly elected the nominees as _ follows: 
President, E. H. Forry, manager of the in- 
surance department of the Central Trust Com- 
pany, Indianapolis; First Vice-President. 
James E. McHenry, Wabash; Second Vice- 
President, R. E. Breed, Jr., Marion; Third 
Vice-President, George A. Carr, Greenfield; 
Secretary-Treasurer, J. Vene Dorland, La- 
porte, 

The following delegates were chosen to the 
national association: L. F. Coleman, War- 
saw; B. A. Richardson, Indianapolis; R. E. 
sreed, Sr., Marion; J. E. Neff, South Bend; 
Horace M. Smith, Terre Haute; J. Vene Dor- 
land, Laporte. 

* * 

While the nominating committee was out 
President George W. Duke of Kokomo, in 
casting about to start things going, settled his 
eye on H. B. Heywood, state agent of the 
Hartford Fire. Mr. Heywood is one of the 
effective orators of the Indiana State Board. 
He has good gift of speech, he has fire, earn- 
estness, conviction, enthusiasm. The chairman 
called him to speak a few words to the assem- 
bled host. He naturally took the subject of 
organization and association. He was full of 
the subject. He had had many demonstrations 
during his membership on the state board of 
the effectiveness of united effort, and it was no 
trouble to say a good word for the association 
of local agents and to urge it on in the work 
laid out for it. He was followed bv J. E. 
McHenry, R. E. Breed and others, with talks 
that proved so interesting that the morning 
session passed quickly. 

* * * 

- the afternoon ex-Attorney-General Wm. 
L. Taylor addressed the association, and took 
up the same line of thought that had prevailed 
in the morning. He discussed the desirability 
of organization by the local agents. He said 
local agents could accomplish more for the 
companies than direct representatives. As to 
the purpose of insurance associations of this 
kind and kindred ones, the attorney-general 
said he had never met an insurance trust. He 
said conditions precluded such a combination 
of insurance companies. No illegal combination 
was hidden under mere uniformity of rates. 
lhése were as beneficial to the public as to the 
companies. They equalized matters, prevent- 
ing overcharges to one man and favors to 
mother. He congratulated the association on 
the fact that Indiana is free of wildcats. He 
-eferred to recent troubles of certain mutual 
‘ompanies, and said it was a mistake to try to 
ntroduce the Dakota plan into a good insur- 
ince state like Indiana. “Rotten insurance 
shall not live in Indiana,” he said amidst the 
cheers of his hearers. 

His sentiments were concurred in, and en- 
arged on by Inspector J. M. McBeth, H. H. 
Friedley, state agent of the Insurance Company 
if North America, Fred S. Penfield of the Ger- 
nania and H. C. Martin, secretary of the In- 
hanapolis Fire Insurance Company. 

* * * 


A resolution was adopted to have the ex- 
cutive committee select two local agents in 
ach county to act as organizers, look after 
‘ew members and the general interests of the 
ssociation in their district. This was passed 
imid hand-clapping, for it promised on its face 


Security, Md. 





to result in unprecedented life and growth 
in the association for the coming year. 

President Forry is a man who attends to all 
business he takes in hand. It is certain he 
will choose a committee for the supervision of 
this important work that will select the asso- 
ciation’s best representatives in the ninety- 
two counties of the state, and these men will 
be heard from. The records showed a pros- 
perous year under President Duke, but there 
was a feeling at the meeting that his record is 
going to be smashed next year. Eugene Rehm, 
president of the Indianapolis Local Agents 
Association, created great enthusiasm when he 
asked admission to the state association for 
the members of his body, seventy-four in all. 
His petition was granted with a hurrah. 





SECRETARYSHIP IS POSTPONED. 

The governing committee of the union has 
postponed action on affirming the decision of 
the Indiana State Board in electing J. W. 
Minor of Denver as secretary. Quite a contin- 
gent desires Mr. Waterman of the Indian: ipolis 
Fire to take the office. There is considerable 
feeling on the subject. 





SIX MONTHS’ RECORD IS PRODUCED. 





Premiums and Losses for the Various Compa- 
nies in Indiana Show a Very High 
Loss Ratio. 


The following is the Indiana recerd for six 
months: 


l’remiums. Losses 
Allemannia ...............8%& %,46 $ 3, 
American, la. 
RE sutdeknane 





Buffalo Commercial 
Citizens, Mo. 
Commerce 

Concordia 

Continental 
EE kaa al dk om ene oud o4 
Deli aware, 





» 
German, pt. 45 , "134 
Ifome, N. Y._ 144,146 
Ins. Co. of N 46,614 


Indemnity 
Milwaukee Mechanics 
Northwestern Nat'l 
New Hampshire 
Norwich Union 
oo, _, ME 
North German 
Pennsylvania ...... sowewe 
Providence-Washingt: mn 

Reliance 


Rochester German ......... 21,009 
Sl capdereda 6440650006000 18.893 
Scottish Union S Bete ices 9.846 


DED eetkevce é'e0eeus 
Springfield ........ 
ie Pn Need ess bueeeeceune 
Pr Gh 6 crthae ee ses ae 





INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


“tna—J. M. Pee. Amboy: J. PV. 
lington; John Wilkinson, 
Francesville; S. C. Dwyer, 
Richmond. 

Atlas—J. H. 
Van Nada & Co., 

Franklin—aA. J. Bayne, Frankfort. 

German, Freeport—aA. J. Biddinger, 

Glens Falls—C. T. McCarty, 
dinger, Washington. 


Hann, Bur- 
Flora: E. R. Burget, 
Lowell; J. B. Hegger, 


Huntington, Bloomington: J. B. 
Petersburg. 

Washington, 
Sheals; A. J. Bid 


National Union—C. V. Nipp, Rushville. 
N. W. National—K. Freitag. Michigan City. 
Shawnee—D. C. Hughes. Greencastle: W. 0. 


Murdock, Logansport; J. W. Galbreath and Pearl 
McReynolds, Kokomo; H. S. Fargo, Hartford City : 
B. F. Bradbury, Muncie; J. H. Sayre, Wabash : 
W. H. Wiley and Hersberger & Hersberger, An 
derson: Holman & Johnson, Aurora: J. W. Davis, 
North Vernon; O. TP. Turner, Columbus; G. N., 
Fagaly,. Lawrenceburg; Alexis Coquillard, South 
Bend: Charles Beicourt, Indianapolis. 
Spring Garde = Closson, 
Mitchell & Caylor. Noblesville. 
Sun, Eng.—J. 8S. Kelley, Crawfordsville. 





Logansport ; 





INDIANA NOTES. 

The Sanborn Map Company have just is- 
sued new maps of De Kalb and Geneva, III. 

New Sanborn maps are out for Goshen, Mil- 
ford, Nappanee, Sellersburg and Wakarusa, 
Ind. 

The entire fire department of New 
Ind., has been suspended, 
wholesale graft. 

Hope, Ind., 


Albany, 
pending charges of 


has a waterworks system under 
consideration. For several years there has 
been a main around the public square, con- 
nected with a large tank kept filled by wind- 
mill pump. This protected the business places 
that faced on the square. The users paid for 
this system. The remainder of the town is 
now calling for fire protection. 

















FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


MILWAUKEE AGENTS HAVE AN OUTING. 








Forget the Cares of State and Seek Prizes on 
the Athletic Field—Many International 
Records Broken. 


The Milwaukee fire 





insurance men enjoyed 


a splendid outing last Saturday. A_ special 
train on the Milwaukee road landed about 
ninety of the fraternity at Brown Deer, a 


little station thirteen miles distant, where hay 
racks and lumber wagons conveyed them to a 
fine park on the Milwaukee river. 

Two heavy showers of rain tried to drown 
the “spirits” of the party, but most of them did 


not seem to object to a little water on the 
side. 
Henry Adler, weight 320 pounds, won the 


fat men’s race with a handicap. Ernest Jeske, 
of W. T. Durand’s office, won the standing 
jump. Frank Dela Hunt, of the Morris 
agency, was successful over a large field in 
the 50-yard dash. Claude Norrie, of the West 
ern, proved himself the fastest swimmer, and 
Billie Schneider, of the Concordia, proved he 
could cover the ground with his feet in a sack 
The west side agents won the tug of war by 
getting their end of the rope fast to a post. 
E. B. Barber also won a well-deserved prize 
by umpiring the ball game between the “Re 
baters” and “Ratecutters” in a way that ended 
it with a tie score, necessitating another pic 
nic to decide which side played the worst 
The way Fred Millard gathered in the fly 
balls caused him to be dubbed “tanglefoot,” 
in honor of the celebrated flypaper, and when 
after supper he was awarded a basket as a 
prize it was almost insulting. After a 
sumptuous supper handsome prizes were dis 


tributed and the homeward journey reluc 
tantly commenced. 

Walter Green, J. B. Leedom and Aug. Reb 
han, the committee in charge, cannot be over 


praised for their work and plans which made 
the outing the most enjoyable one the agents 
have had. 





NEW RATES ARE ADOPTED. 
agents associations at 
Luxemburg = and 
adopted new tariffs of rates which have 
published and are now in the agents’ 

++ ++ 
HAVE ATWATER BADLY SCARED. 

Walter E. 
agents ball 
“Locals” 


Fire 
wood, 


Glen 
have 


Barron, 
Tigertown 
been 
hands 


Atwater, manager of the special 
team, attended the Milwaukee 
picnic Saturday to get a line on the 
ability of the players who are soon to cross 
bats with his team. Rumor has it he is 
badly scared, but tries not to show it. 
++ ++ 
BLOCH SUES THE COMPANIES. 
3en Bloch of Wavsaukee has sued the com 
panies on his store which burned last fall 
The companies claim the inventory 
padded. 


Was 


++ +¢ 


FIRE DEPARTMENT MEN INDICTED. 
The grand jury in Milwaukee 
Thomas Clancy, 
ment; Secretary 
Cooper of the department, the charge being 
perjury. The proceedings grew out of testi 
mony before the grand jury concerning money 
that has been raised among the officers of 
the department to aid in the defeat of a 
bill before the legislature. 


has indicted 
chief of the fire 
Hanrahan, and 


depart- 
Captain 





WISCONSIN NOTES. 


Convers Goddard, inspector for the N. B. 
& M., is looking over the sprinkler business 
in Milwaukee. 


The Buffalo Commercial has made an 
agency change in Milwaukee from Edward 
Schroeder to W. O. Faist. 

It is reported by those best qualified to 


know that conditions throughout the state are 
harmonious, and particularly free from fric- 
tion of any kind. 





The Cincinnati Underwriters has under 
consideration plans for entering Louisiana 
before the first of the year. 
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THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION DEFINED. 











Important Decision Is Rendered by the United 
States Court of Appeals Where Wool 
Became Charred, 


The United States circuit court of appeals 
at St. Paul has handed down a decision to 
the effect that a spontaneous combustion is not 
fire within the meaning of the term “fire” as 
it is found in fire insurance policies, unless 
the combustion produces a flame or a glow. 

The opinion was given in the case of the 
Western Woolen Mill Company, appellant, 
against the Northern, which came from the 
United States circuit court in Kansas. The 
suit was to recover $4,000 and $1,500 on two 
policies covering a quantity of wool destroyed 
during the flood in the Kaw river in 1903, as 
a result of the chemical action of the animal 
matter in the wool and the water. Evidence 
was produced at the trial to show that the 
wool had been charred, that there was smoke 
in the room and the smell of fire. There was 
no evidence to show, however, that the com- 
bustion produced a flame or a glow. 

Judge Carland who wrote the decision 
says: “Fire is always caused by combustion, 
but combustion does not always cause fire. 
The word ‘spontaneous’ refers to the origin 
of combustion. It means the internal develop- 
ment of heat without the action of an external 
agent. Combustion or spontaneous combus- 
tion may become so rapid as to produce fire, 
but until it does so, combustion cannot be 
said to be fire. Fire is defined in the Century 
dictionary as ‘the visible heat or light evolved 
by the action of a high temperature on cer- 
tain bodies which are in consequence styled 
inflammable or combustible. In Webster’s 
dictionary fire is defined as the evolution of 
heat and light in the combustion of bodies. 

“No definition can be found thet does not 
include the idea of visible heat or light and 
this is also the popular meaning given to the 
word. The slow decomposition of animal and 
vegetable matter in the air is caused by com- 
bustion. Combustion keeps up the animal 
heat of the body. It causes the wheat to heat 
in the bin and the stack: it causes hay in the 
stack and the mow of the barn to heat and 
decompose; it causes the sound tree of the 
forest, when thrown to the ground, in the 
course of years to decay and molder away 
until it again becomes a part of mother 
earth. Still we never speak of these processes 
as fire. And why? Because the process of 
oxidation is so slow that it does not, in the 
language of a witness at the trial, produce a 
flame or a glow. 

“It appears without contradiction from the 
evidence that there was not at any time any 
visible heat or light in or about this wool. 
Wool is animal fiber and the necessary result 
of its submergence in water and mud for the 
time mentioned is that it would become 
heated and disintegration of the fiber would 
occur. But according to the evidence the in- 
ternal development of the heat never at any 
time became so rapid as to produce a flame or 
a glow and hence within the meaning of the 
word ‘fire’ as it is used in a policy of insur- 
ance there was no fire. We think that the 
ruling of the lower court was right and the 
judgment must be affirmed.” 





MURRAY BECOMES STAMPING SECRETARY. 

The governing committee of the union has 
appointed William M. Murray secretary of the 
Indian Territory Stamping Bureau, at Musko- 
gee, recently established. Commencing Aug- 
ust I, agents at Muskogee, Vinita, Wagoner, 
South McAlester, Tulsa, Durant, Okmulgee 
and Ada will report through that channel. 

++ ++ 
INVESTIGATING THE MINNESOTA FIRES. 

Edward Peterson, fire marshal of Minnesota, 
who has investigated several suspicious fires in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, reports that some of 
them were of incendiary origin, and prosecu- 
tions will probably follow. Regarding a fire 
in a bakery at 2,425 East Lake street, Minnea- 
polis, Mr. Peterson says: “There is no room 
for doubt of the incendiary origin of this fire. 
Oil was spilled over the premises, and the only 
question to be considered is, who started the 





fire? I find that there are eight or ten men 
who have a grudge against the proprietor, but 
there is no particular evidence against any one 
of these.” 

Mr. Peterson reports that the fire that de- 
stroyed Holcomb hall in Minneapolis was of 
natural origin, resulting from spontaneous 
combustion. 

++ 


VISITS THE MISSOURI OFFICIALS. 


State Agent Fleming of the Connecticut 
Fire has been in Jefferson City, Mo., and 
while there took occasion to have inter- 
views with the attorney-general and Super- 
intendent Vandiver, relative to the fight the 
company is making upon the union in the 
matter of separation. The union companies 
also have their ears to the ground. 

++ ++ 
GETTING ITS GUARANTY FUND. 

The National Mutual Fire of Omaha is now 
getting its guaranty fund of $200,000 in shape. 
Subscribers are promised 5 percent interest and 
25 percent of the profits of the company. It 
is proposed to use the company mainly in tak- 
ing surplus lines from mutuals. Most of the 
mutuals are limited as to the amount that they 
can write on a single line. Charles E. Mabie, 
formerly president of the Iowa Life and later 
of the National Life, U. S. A., is now general 
manager of the National Mutual Fire. 

++ ++ 


BLUE VALLEY MUTUAL’S PLIGHT. 

The directors of the Blue Valley Mutual of 
Marysville, Kan., which had to levy an 
assessment on account of heavy losses, have 
received sufficient funds to pay 30 cents on the 
dollar. An effort is being made to collect 
more assessments in order to pay more of its 
obligations. 

++ ++ 
HANNIBAL CLUB CHARGES. 


At Hannibal, Mo., agents are charging com- 
panies $10 per capita for the expense of their 
local organization, in conflict with a union 
rule which provides that local board expenses 
must be assessed upon members on the pro- 
rata basis of receipts; otherwise they must 
not be paid by any company. As a consequence 
agents are being instructed to pay no assess- 
ment except in accordance with the above, ane 
for legitimate eupenees only. 

+ 
M. & M. RE-ENTERS FIELD. 


The Millers & Manufacturers of Minneap- 
olis has been reincorporated, and has re- 
entered the field with C. B. Shove as president 
and Frank S. Danforth as secretary. Its 
affairs have been straightened out and its 
prospects are said to be bright. 

++ ++ 
ST. LOUIS AGENTS GET BUSY. 


The executive committee of the St. Louis 
Insurance Agents Association has given out 
the following: 

“At a meeting July 21 of the St. Louis In- 
surance Agents Association, Aug. 15 was se- 
lected as the time within which all commis- 
sioned agents in St. Louis should become 
members of that association. St. Louis agents 
believe that everyone is now convinced that 
it is no longer possibile to maintain this bene- 
ficial organization with agents of the same 
company outside as well as in.” 

It is understood that unless this hint is taken 
more drastic measures will be adopted to 
rid the city of the big non-board element that 
has had such a demoralizing affect. 

++ ++ 


OPENS A FARM DEPARTMENT. 


The German American has now established 
a farm department covering North and South 
Dakota at Aberdeen, S. D., which will be in 
charge of State Agent A. S. Reed. The depart- 
ment is modeled after the company’s Ohio 
farm department. 





N. V. Evans, a local agent of Norborne, Mo., 
and mayor of the town, committed suicide. 

Manager C. T. Ingalls of the Oklahoma & 
Indian Territories Inspection Bureau has se- 
cured the services of William M. Murray, 
who will act as inspector for Indian Territory, 
with headquarters at Muskogee. 





STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


INCENDIARISI1 RAMPANT AT ORLEANS, 











Recent Heavy Loss Due to Firebugs and a 
Previous Fire Is Charged Up to 
the Same Cause. 


Arson was committeed at Orleans, Ill, a 
village 10 miles east of Jacksonville, on July 
22, when the large grain elevator of Hubbs, 
Lewis & Beggs of that place, adjoining the 
Wabash Railroad, the store of F. E. Collins 
& Co., several smaller buildings, and the new 
Wabash depot were totally destroyed by fire. 
The loss was about $35,000. Insurance on the 
elevator, valued at $25,000, was $8,000, and on 
the stores $3,000. The Jacksonville fire de- 
partment was taken to Orleans on flat cars, but 
owing to late arrival and lack of water, could 
do nothing. This is the second bad blaze at 
Orleans due to incendiarism within sixty days. 





HERMAN ENTERS THE FIELD. 

Frank G. Herman, one of the well-known 
local agents at Mattoon, has been appointed 
Illinois special agent of the Delaware and 
Reliance. Mr. Herman bears a good repu- 
tation and he will be warmly welcomed in 
the field ranks. 


+ + 


ILLINOIS LOCAL AGENTS’ MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the Illinois Associa- 
tion of Local Fire Agents will be held in _ 
board rooms at Chicago on August 14 at 2:30 
in the afternoon. In the evening the na 
will leave for the national convention in 
Denver. 

t+ ++ 
STRAIGHTEN UP SANDWICH. 


A committee from the two field organizations 
of Illinois went to Sandwich this week and 
succeeded in organizing a local board with 
A. G. White as president and C. L. Stinson as 
secretary. All the cut-rate policies wiil be cor- 
rected and the field men believe that in the 
future affairs will be satisfactory in that 
town. There has been some complaint as to 
an agent at Plano writing business in Sand- 
wich et 2 cut rate. An effort will be made 
to correct this practice. 

+ + 
JOHNSON TAKES IN GOLD FIELDS. 


J. J. Johnson, Illinois state agent of the 
Niagara, leaves this week on a two months’ 
trip, going to Vancouver Island and from 
there to Alaska, intending to penetrate into 
the interior. On his return he will take in 
San Francisco and some other of the Pacific 
coast points. 

++ ++ 
DECATUR FIRE PUMP BREAKS. 


One of the two Allis pumps in the water- 
works station at Decatur, IIl., broke while sus- 
taining a pressure of 13814 pounds during the 
course of a small fire in that city a few days 
ago, and orders have been issued by the local 
authorities to in future not exceed a press- 
ure of 125 pounds. Even this latter pressure 
will not be attained until another Allis pump 
can be procured. 

It will be at least September 1 before it can 
be delivered to Decatur. The Decatur fire 
department is not greatly worried, however, as 
should a bad fire occur a Clapp & Jones pump 
can be attached and used as an auxiliary to the 
remaining Allis. 

++ ++ 
TO GET TWO TOWNS IN LINE. 

Committees from the Illinois field organi- 
zations will go to Sullivan and Kinmundy 
soon to straighten out rates in these two 
places and get the local agents in line. 
There has been some complaint regarding 
practices there. 





The picnic of the German of Freeport was 
om at Forest Park, Freeport, last Satur- 
ay 


F. W. Jencks, who purchased the —— 


agency at Elgin, has also bought the S. 
Weld agency. 
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LIFE INSURANGE GIRGLES. Mitchell, Asheville; J. W. Wilson, Cleveland; | widowed or divorced, 580; unmarried, 1,539. 
George Lake & Sons, Little Rock; Joseph As to the causes of death, pneumonia led 





NEW OHIO ‘LIFE ‘COMPANY PROPOSED. 








Several Prominent Business Men of Columbus 
Are Promoting the Erie Life on the 
Mutual Plan. 





The rie Life Insurance Company of Ohio, 
with headquarters in Columbus, is one of the 
probabilities of the near future. Several meet- 
ings have been held by the promoters of the 
new company and the charter is now being 
drawn and incorporation papers will soon be 
asked for. 

The company is to be an old-line, legal re- 
serve Organization on the mutual plan. Colonel 
James Kilbourne of the Kilbourne-Jacobs 
Company, one of the largest industrial cor- 
porations of the state, is to be president. Mr. 
Kilbourne was four years ago the Democratic 
candidate for governor of the state. Other 
men interested in the organization of 
the new company are W. D. Guilbert, auditor 
of state and president of the Capitol Savings 
& Trust Company, R. Grosvenor Hutchins, 
president of the Columbus Board of Trade 
and vice-president and general manager of the 
Jeffreys Manufacturing Company, A. W. Mac- 
kinzie, secretary and treasurer of the Capitol 
Savings & Trust Company, and a number 
of others of the leading business and financial 
men of Columbus. B. F. Reinmund, one of 
the traveling agents of the John Hancock 
Company, is acting with the promoters. 
Another life company also is talking of or- 
ganizing and its promoters claim that the men 
behind the new company have given them the 
double-cross. H. P. Angel, an old insurance 
man, with J. S. Sheets, former attorney-gen- 
eral of the state, began several weeks ago 
securing subscriptions to the stock of the Ohio 
State Life Insurance Company. Mr. Angel 
says that he was in consultation with Dr. E. J. 
Wilson, prominent in the proposed Erie Com- 
pany, and gave all his plans regarding the 
new company. Now he says that he and 
Judge Sheets have been left out after they 
have furnished all the information possible. 
He says, however, that he will go ahead with 
his proposed company. 

The promoters of the Erie will hold a meet- 
ing this week at which time steps will be taken 
to incorporate the company. 





STATEMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 

The Ohio insurance department has made 
an examination of the Columbia Life of Cin- 
cinnati as of June tr. It shows admitted assets 
of $247,658. The surplus to policyholders is 


$129,681. The reserve amounts to $112,566. 
The capital stock now is $129,000. The in- 
come to May 31 amounts to $46,681. The dis- 


bursements to May 31 amount to $31,476. The 
Columbia is constantly enlarging its agency 
machinery. 
++ ++ 
PLANS OF F. P. MANLY. 

A modest conservative business as a_be- 
ginning is the plan of Frank P. Manly, who 
is the promoter of the Indianapolis Life In- 


surance Company, which has been _ incor- 
porated. It is proposed, according to the 
management, “to write life insurance at the 


lowest cost possible consistent with safety. 
Our management expenses will be low and 
the territory in which we will operate dur- 
ing the first few years will be limited prob- 
tbly to the state of Indiana. It is to be a 
mutual legal reserve company, operating on 
he 4 percent reserve basis. We will have 
10 special contracts nor special schemes of 
ny kind.” 
++ ++ 
FORTY PRUDENTIAL LEADERS. 

The forty leading managers of the Pruden- 
al, in amount of gross paid business up to 
uly 1, according to rank, are: James Perry, 
Newark; E. R. Black, Atlanta; C. B. Knight, 
ittsburg; W. A. Galentine, St. Louis; Wil- 
‘am Dutcher, New York; J. Carlton Ward, 
New York; L. Ferguson, Chicago; f. 
lann, Boston; C. L. Price, Denver; O. E. 
ell, Seattle; A. C. Crowder, Jackson; J. W. 
ush, Hattiesburg ; i oe Partridge, San Fran- 
cisco; Henry Wertimer, Buffalo; Hodges & 





Herzberg, Milwaukee; F. P. Manly, Indian- 
apolis; S. H. Chiles, Dallas; W. L. McPhee- 
ters, Memphis; W. B. Allen, Goldsboro; W. L. 
Sessions, Birmingham; C. H. Reeve, Chicago; 
N. O. Bacon, Charleston; J. S. Cranston, Bos- 
ton; R. H. Ferguson, Spartanburg; J. M. 
Ragan, Nashville; G. F. King, Newark; F. F. 
Greene, Columbus; J. M. Goldsmith, New Or- 
leans; C. M. Clapp, Newark; Blackford & 
Wilmer, Richmond; E. L. Briggs, Toledo; 
L. B. Hall, Grand Rapids; C. D. Cohen, Nor- 
folk; B. D. Van Ostrand, Topeka; C. D. Kipp, 
Springfield; W. P. Corbett, Jacksonville; J. M. 
Settle, Salt Lake City. 
++ ++ 


INDIANA LIFE RETURNS. 


The following are the Indiana returns for 


the first six months: 


Premiums. Losses Paid. 








0 ECT eee eer eT ere $147,804 $56,220 
DD. te ue ewes ed etree 16,051 2,000 
Columbian National ...... —” 8 sbiea% 
SD cd¢psles sa adeeanwes — # ;« i seeene 
I sh nt ss ache i Ak Sad iw Kh 21,471 6,692 
DE Sa tieec cede arene ———— =——(téit kh 
Michigan Mutual ......... 36,748 13,525 
OO RR ee 8,071 9,000 
UO” eae 79,020 24,282 
oo eS eae 38,845 4,059 
Security Mutual .......... 8,431 5,000 
Security Trust & Life..... 1,966 8,000 
CO errr 42,580 
United States ............ 9,800 
ea 10,798 
Fidelity Mutual 10,400 
PL nee e sdeVevseseea'e 2.000 
John Hancock 11,982 
Life Ins. Co. of Va 10,655 
Sa 5 2,000 
Massachusetts Mutual ..... 84,654 3.000 
: BRN ee 29,045 6,280 
Mutual Reserve .......... 38,: 1,000 
DE, We We Mis ccascces 7,496 1,000 
Northwestern Mutual ..... 357.338 97,260 
> eee 6.369 | ..... 
Royal Union Mutual ..... a 5- @#&8=« omewe 
Pr [ae 8 =—Ss an wh 
TR GEE ce cccinsccceee Bee 0606@6—O—tésé ww 
t+ ++ 
CINCINNATI DELEGATION. 

Delegates and alternates from the Life Un- 

derwriters Association of Cincinnati to the 


convention of the national association are as 
follows: 

De.ecAtes.—Collin Ford, 
dell, Jr., Penn Mutual; William B. Jones, 
State Mutual; Charles E. Logan, Connecticut 
Mutual; John A. Ringold, — hire; William 
D. Yerger, Provident L. & ” 

DELEGATE Ex- onlay Had Delph, Metro- 
politan. 

ALTERNATES.—J. H. Byrley, Fidelity Mutual; 
W. A. R. Bruehl, Home; George C. Dieterly, 
Prudential; Thomas Q. Dix, Travelers; E. W. 
Jewell, Union Central; George F. Whitlock, 
Prudential. 


Etna; J. W. Ire- 


++ +e 
TO INSURE PAYMENT OF ASSESSMENTS. 


A concern has been started at Port Huron, 
Mich., to insure the payment of assessments of 
fraternals. For a two-dollar entrance fee and 
ten cents a month per $1,000 insurance car- 
ried, the company undertakes to pay assess- 
ments when the assured is disabled or out of 
work. 

++ ++ 
CLEVELAND’S MORTALITY STATISTICS. 


Reports from the health department vf 
Cleveland for the first half of the year show 
3,249 deaths, in comparison with 3,535 for the 
corresponding period of 1904. The annual 
death rate, on this basis, would be 14.76 in 
comparison with 16.44 last year. The rate is 
lower, notwithstanding the increase in popu- 
lation. Of the entire number of deaths, 1,828 
were males and 1,421 females. The number 
of children under five years of age was 971; 
persons from fifty to sixty, 316; from sixty 
to seventy, 379; over seventy, 427. Deaths 
among married people numbered 1,130; 


The Security Mutual Life 


is making direct contracts with 
district managers, allowing a 
perpetual renewal interest. 





Our agents soon become 
independent. 


A. B. HOWE, Home Office, "ox?" 














with 415 and tuberculosis came second with 
324. Bright’s disease caused 173 deaths; old 
age, 159; heart disease, 156 and cancerous 
growths, 132. 

Accidental deaths numbered 175 and forty- 
six persons committed suicide. Alcoholism 
was the cause of twenty-six deaths. The 
number ascribed to all troubles is small, 
typhoid fever being reduced to a minimum 
almost. 





NEWS FROM THE FRATERNAL ORDERS, 





Some of Them Seem to Be Having Their Own 
Troubles, Due to Low Rates and 
High Salaries. 


The cry of members of the Royal Arcanum 
against the raising of fraternal rates is echoed 
in many smaller organizations, one of the 
latest of these being the Home Fraternal 
League of Rockford, Ill. In several recent 
death claims where the face of the policy 
called for $2,000, it is said by a Rockford 
daily paper the policyholder received only 
$1,500. There is said to be a catch clause in 
the policy which makes it read that in the 
event of death the heirs of the holder shall 
receive only a pro rata share of one assess- 
ment from each member during the month in 
which the insured died. 

Each member each month pays an assess- 
ment varying in amount according to the age 
at which he joined the order. The total amount 
of these monthly assessments, it is said, is 
used in paying officers’ salaries, running ex- 
penses and liquidating pro rata new death 
policies. If there are more deaths than usual 
the amount received by beneficiaries is much 
less than the faces of their policies, whereas, 
if there were but one or two deaths in any 
single month the effect, it is said, would be to 
pay beneficiaries several times in excess of 
policies held, there apparently being no surplus. 

As a matter of fact, however, according -to 
the Rockford paper, high-salaried officials eat 
up all profits of the order and deprive rightful 
owners of the money of any benefits which 
might accrue during times of low mortality. 
Many members have withdrawn, others are 
on the warpath, and if not already lifted, the 
scalps of the supreme officers are in danger. 

The North Star Benefit Association, a fra- 
ternal society having its headquarters in IIli- 
nois, has joined the popular—or unpopular— 
procession, and raised its rates. This action 
was taken the past week at a meeting of the 
Grand Observatory at Joliet. Members who 
joined at 21 years of age in 1902 have been 
paying a 40-cent rate on the thousand, while 
members who joined at the same age since 
1902 have paid 60 cents. The same advance 
of proportionately 50 percent has held good at 
all ages from 21 to 45 years, the result being 
much dissatisfaction and some confusion. The 
new graded rates are $1.90 on the thousand 
dollars at 21 years of age, or nearly double 
the rate extant prior to 1902, and more than 
treble that obtaining since then. This new 
schedule is considerably higher, therefore, than 
that charged by old-line companies, without 
any of the old-line benefits in connection. 

Word comes from Springfield, Ill, that the 
500 applications necessary to the securing of a 
charter by the National Order of Foresters, 
a new colored fraternal organization to have 
its headquarters in Rockford, Ill, have been 
forthcoming at the state capitol. 

A report from Lima, Ohio, is to the effect 
that M. J. Sanford, chairman of the law com- 
mittee of the Royal Arcanum in Ohio and 
one of the leaders in the meeting recently 
held at Columbus, is carrying his work into 
Michigan, in an effort to get the members 
there to protest against the rates that have 
been adopted. Mr. ‘Sanford is quoted as 
saying that if the supreme body insists upon 
retaining the new rates, the order is doomed. 
Grand Regent Franklin Rubrecht of Colum- 
bus has announced that the meeting of the 
grand council which he called for next 
month will not be held, as the supreme council 
will meet about the same time and the matter 
of rates will be definitely settled. 


At a meeting of twenty-nine councils, half 
the number of councils in Indiana, of the Royal 
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Arcanum, in Indianapolis, resolutions were 
unanimously adopted protesting against the 
proposed increase in rates, and requesting the 
supreme council to withhold enforcement of 
the new rates until the meeting of the supreme 
council next May, in the meantime increasing 
the assessments if necessary. The subordinate 
councils want time to consider and to instruct 
their representatives to the supreme council. 


In view of the present agitation among mem- 
bers of the Royal Arcanum to secure a revi- 
sion of the new rates authorized by the offi- 
cers at the head of the order, a recent decision 
of Judge Law of the circuit court of St. Clair 
county, Mich., where the head officers of the 
Knights of the Maccabees are located, may be 
of interest. 

When the supreme tent of the Maccabees 
determined to raise the rate of assessment at 
the annual review held in 1904, certain meni- 
bers of the order entered the same objections as 
have been raised in the present discussion over 
the recent raise in the rates of the Royal Ar- 
canum. 

Some of the bolder spirits of the Maccabees 
organized what was called a “good of the or- 
der committee,” having for its purpose the 
carrying of the question before the courts for 
settlement. Action was brought against the 
head officers in the state courts of Pennsyl- 
vania to prevent the order from putting the 
new rates into effect. 

After some time had elapsed, the action was 
dismissed in the Pennsylvania court on the 
grounds of lack of jurisdiction. Another ac- 
tion was at once started in the courts of 
Michigan, in the county where the home offices 
of the order are located, 

D. Wineland, in whose name the action was 
started, asked ir his complaint that the order 
be restrained from enforcing or in any way 
attempting to enforce the provisions of the 
new’ rate. 

In his decision, handed down last week, 
Judge Law dismissed the petition and held 
that the order had a perfect right to control 
its rates of assessment, and that by the provi- 
sion of the application signed by the plaintiff 
at the time he joined the order he has no 
option but to obey the rules set down by the 
supreme tent. 

mg pets the raised rates of assessment, 
Judge Law said: “I find that the changes thus 
made, in so far as an inerease in rates is con- 
cerned, were necessary in order to enable the 
defendant to carry out its contact with its 
members and give life insurance to those then 
belonging to the order and its future members, 
and in order to enable it to permanently exist 
on a life insurance plan, rather than on a 
term insurance plan. I also find that the in- 
crease in contributions from its members pro- 
vided for in the laws enacted by its supreme 
tent at its meeeting held in July, 1904, was 
reasonable and no greater than required to 
carry out its contracts and give life insurance 
to its members, and that the complainant has 
ho just cause to complain that the contributions 
now required of him are unreasonably large.” 

It is now thought that the Royal Arcanum’s 
supreme council will hold an extraordinary 
meeting to give a hearing on the rate ques- 
tion. The feeling that such a conference will 
be held has led to the calling of several state 
meetings. The New York grand council, how- 
ever, will meet on Aug. 1, to protest against 
the rates. 





PROGRESS OF SECURITY L. & A. 

The Security Life & Annuity of Phila- 
delphia wrote $3,811,000 in new business in 
the first half of the year and at July 1 had 
over $9,000,000. The new business written 
was a gain of 64 percent over the same pe- 
riod in 1904 and 151 percent over the same 
period in 1903. 

++ +t 
SUIT AGAINST MUTUAL RESERVE. 

Suit has been filed at Owensboro, Ky., by 
Emanuel Moss, against the Mutual Reserve 
Fund Life of New York, in which a number 
of improper practices are charged. Moss 
alleges that a special classification of members 
has been made in violation of the regulations 
of the company, by which the members have 
been forced to pay exorbitant premiums or 
suffer the cancellation of their policies. The 
bill further alleges that the company has 





transferred many of its members to a plan of 
insurance different from that sold in the be- 
ginning and have charged persons of the 
same age different premiums on the same kind 
of policies. The plaintiff seeks to recover 
$1,524.84 which he has paid in as premiums 
on a $2,000 policy which he declares he was 
compelled to give up on account of alleged 
exorbitant premium. All the charges grew 
out of the fact that the Mutual Reserve was 
compelled to change its rates and policy forms 
when it went on a legal reserve basis. 





LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO PROBE. 





Governor Higgins of New York Says Insurance 
Laws Are Inadequate and Legislature 
Promptly Resolves to Investigate. 





After standing out for weeks, Governor Hig- 
gins of New York last week yielded to the 
pressure and sent a message to the legislature 
suggesting that it might be advisable to ap- 
point a commission to investigate life insur- 
ance and the New York state companies with a 
view to securing information to be presented 
at the next session as a foundation for im- 
proved laws governing life insurance and the 
management and investments of companies. 
The legislature, which had been begging for 
such a message, acted with alacrity and the 
next day provided for the commission and 
appropriated $50.000 for its expenses. 

Thomas D. Jordan, for ten years comp- 
troller of the Equitable at $35,c00 a year, was 
fired last week by Chairman Morton because 
he refused certain information which the 
chairman wanted. He is reported to be at 
home on the verge of nervous prostration. 
Mr. Jordan actually owns stock in the com- 
pany and is a member of the executive com- 
mittee of the board of directors. It is thought 
he will lose this position also. 

W. A. Day, assistant attorney-general of the 
United States. succeeds Mr. pm as comp- 
troller. Mr. Day has made a great record as 
a trust fighter. He was attorney for the 
Interstate Commerce Commission for ten 
years previous to 1903, when he was appointed 
assistant attorney-general and took a promi- 
nent part in the Standard Oil and Northern 
Securities cases. He is an Illinois man. 

The mysterious loan, said to be for $685,000 
which President Deming of the Mercantile 
Trust Company testified before Superintendent 
Hendricks had been made by that institution 
to James W. Alexander and Thomas D. Jor- 
dan, trustees. was paid recently by Mr. Jor- 
dan and H. M. Alexander, son of J. W. Alex- 
ander. Mr. Deming testified that he consid- 
ered it as. made to the Equitable. but Superin- 
tendent Hendricks could not find it on the 
society’s books as a liability. There has been 
much speculation as to what the loan was for, 
the theory being advanced that it was to get 
morey for a lobby fund. 

Nine of the new directors elected a few 
days ago are to be “dummies.” Thomas F. 
Ryan, being in doubt as to the legality of 
their serving unless they owned stock, has 
transferred five shares to each to hold as long 
as he remains a director. This is the same 
program as the Hyde estate followed before 
the upheaval. 

As was to be expected, the Equitable trou- 
ble is bringing ovt some pertinent inquiries 
about other companies. Some of the New York 
Life’s policvholders are making a auiet inves- 
tigation of the comnanv’s ownership of the 
Parkway apartment building in. New York. 
The company acquired it by foreclosure in 
1901 on a loan for $120,000. In 1002 it was 
remodeled at an expense said to be $25,000, 
and it is listed in the company’s assets at 
$175.000. 

Amore its tenants are Tohn C. McCall. sec- 
retary of the New York Life; Ballard McCall, 
me iry of the National Surety: Leo H. Mce- 

Call and Albert McClave, son-in-law of 
Tohn A. MeCall and a director in the National 
Surety. These inauisitive policvholders want 
to know how much rent these men pay. 

The Wel] Street Tournal last week said that 
Georee W. Perkins ought to resion from the 
New York Life or from the firm of JT. P. Mor 
gan & Co.. as the two nositions are incom- 
ratible in view of prevailing sentiment about 
life insurance companies. This expression 





from the financial journal was true wit, ac- 

cording to Pope’s definition. 

“What oft was thought but ne'er so well ex 
pressed.” 

The New York Life will never convince a 
good part of the life insurance public that it 
is not tangled up with financial institutions as 
long as Mr. Perkins’ services continue on this 
bifurcated plan. 

No change is reported in the condition of 
ex-President Alexander, who is in a private 
sanitarium at Babylon, Long Island. 

It is understood that former officials and di- 
rectors of the Equitable will be proceeded 
against by the attorney-general on the charge 
of having been responsible for the funds of the 
society and their diversion to private uses. 

The pension of $25,000 a year to Mrs. 
Henry B. Hyde may be cut off. The matter 
of pensions is now being considered by the 
management. 

Owing to the expose of the $685,000 note 
in the Mercantile Trust Company, which 
James H. Hyde endorsed as_ vice-president 
of the Equitable, thereby attempting to make 
the society liable for payment, is causing 
Chairman Morton to make an investigation 
of this note. No trace can be found in the 
minutes of the executive committee authoriz- 
ing Mr. Hyde to endorse this note on behalf 
of the society. The $685,000 loan account 
was openéd in 1898 and increased each year. 
The money was used by Mr. Hyde to pay 
bills that he could not charge directly to the 
Equitable. It is understood that if a syndi- 
cate underwriting went wrong and a loss was 
sustained the Mercantile loan account was 
found convenient to pay the bill. 

Joseph Bowes, manager of the Equitable 
at Baltimore, states that the new business 
has fallen off one-half, although the old 
business is holding «on quite satisfactorily 
He says the business has been affected most 
severely in Baltimore, Pittsburg and New 


York. 





Chairman Paul Morton at his own sugges 
tion has cut wed Ce ary from $100,c00 a year 
to $75,000 a ye The executive committce 
was willing to oh him the $100,000, but, inas 
much as all salaries are to be cut, Mr. Morton 
felt that he should not be excepted. 

The Equitable agents in the A. C. Haynes 
general agency of New York held a meeting 
this week, and it is understood that Mr. 
Haynes suggested to Mr. Tarbell that the 
agents be put on a salary enough to pay their 
living expenses, provided they should each 
turn in $20,000 of new insurance to the com- 
pany between July 1 and Dec. 31. These agents 
were to be allowed to do broker business 
with other companies if they desired. The 
offer has been turned down and the news- 
papers say that Mr. Haynes advised the 
agents to make other connections. 

E. H. Harriman, one of the former direct- 
ors of the Equitable, has issued a statement 
endeavoring to exonerate himself from any 
blame on account of his transactions with the 
company, and claims that the Harriman rail 
road securities that were purchased by the 
Equitable were bought in a perfectly legiti 
mate way. 





WESTERN MEN IN EVIDENCE. 

In the record of new life premiums written 
ard paid for since Jan. 1, western managers 
and agents of the Travelers show up well 
Among managers A. R. Frith, Cleveland, 
stands third; S. J. McBurney, St. Louis, 
fifth: A. S. Holman, San Francisco, eight : 
J. W. Thompson & Son, Detroit. ninth: W. E 
Schilling, Indianapolis, twelfth; J. B. Harmon, 
Milwaukee. seventeenth; James B. Day, Co- 
Iumbus, eighteenth. 

Among agerts, McClellan Spriggs of Woods 
field, O., stends sixth: C. D. Holman, San 
Francisco, eleventh; A. W. Hiner. Abilene 
Kan., twelfth: J. H. Johnson, Cleveland, 
fourteenth; Paul DeKress, Evansville, Ind.. 
sixteenth; Jav P. McDermott, Oshkosh, Wis 
seventeenth; E. P. Moulton, Cleveland, eigh 
teerth. 

++ ++ 


TRAVELERS LAPSE RATIO. 

The Travelers says: “We have already 
pointed out that our new business in the lift 
department for the first six months is full) 
up to our expectations and we are now abl 
to supply the gratifying information that our 
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lapse rate for the first six months is only 
1.99 percent—14 points lower than the re- 
markble figures of last year—2.13_ percent. 
So far we have had only two cases brought to 
our attention, where policyholders have been 
influenced to think of lapsing their contracts 
on account of newspaper agitation. One of 
these policyholders has since paid his premium 
and we expect to receive like information in 
the other case.” 





MEETING OF NORTHWESTERN IMUTUAL. 


Justice Brewer Argues for Elimination of Gratt 
in the Life Insurance World—Pro- 
motions of Officers. 


Justice Brewer of the United States supreme 
court gave an address at the Northwestern 
Mutual Life meeting at Milwaukee last week, 
devoting most of his attention to modern 
graft in various lines. He said that this had 
been a year of great life insurance upheaval. 
The moment private gain is sought through 
the advantage of life insurance trust funds 
makes one guilty of grafting. He called at- 
tention to the sacred nature of life insurance 
funds and stated that their guardianship re- 
quired the highest form of honesty. 

He referred to Thomas F. Ryan purchasing 
a controlling interest in the Equitable Life, 
and stated that the price at which he purchased 
the stock was an indication of an intention to 
use the funds in other ways than to receive 
the dividends on his stock. 

The following officers of the Northwestern 
Mutual were elected: President, Henry L. 
Palmer; vice-president, George C. Markham; 
second vice-president, James W. Skinner; 
third vice-president, C. H. Watson; secretary, 
P. R. Sanborn; counsel, Charles E. Dyer; 
actuary, Charles A. Loveland. 

Willard Merrill, the faithful vice-president, 
a veteran, true blue and imbued with the best 
spirit in the life business. retires on account 
of age and ill health. Mr. Markham thus 
goes up to succeed him and secretary Skinner 
is made second vice-president. Assistant Sec- 
retary Watson is promoted to the secretary- 
shin. 

The company made the announcement that 
it would issue no more policies on the tontine 
plan, but would hereafter only write annual 
dividend policies. 

Judge George H. Noyes, in speaking before 
the agents association, advocated federal 
supervision. He said that this was the only 
method whereby abuses that have crept into 
the business could be wined out. He believes 
in wniform laws governing the business. He 
said: 

“Two methods are suggested. One by pro- 
moting uniform legislation in the several 
states on certain important subjects like in- 
surance. Another by congressional legisla- 
tion under the federal constitution as it now 
exists, or through amendments of the s same. 

“It has been said that ‘it is easier to per- 
suade forty-four states to establish uniformity 
by separate action than it is to induce thirty- 
three states to surrender the whole subject to 
the control of the federal government.’ But 
to > eee forty-four, or, as the number now 
is, forty-five, states to change their views on 
any subject to conformity with one another 
is no easy task. * * * If by persistent dis- 
cussion of the subject there be developed a 
unity of public opinion as to the scope and 
henefit of the end sought, unification of legis- 
lation will be sure to follow. 

“The second method proposed looks to- 
ward simplifying and unifying the law by the 
adoption of an amendment to the federal con- 
stitution, covering specifically the whole sub- 
ect of insuraice, or congressional legislation 
under some existing provision of the con- 
stitution. 

“The inquiry at the outset naturally is: 
Can such an amendment be passed? 

“Amendments to the constitution have not 
heen so often nor so easily made as to war- 
rant any very great encouragement to such 
1 movement at the present time. After the 
idoption of the first twelve amendments to 
the federal constitution, none others were 
adopted for a hundred years, except three, 
made possible only through the civil war. 
Few would now be disposed to question the 
wisdom of such provisions as were embodied 
in the feleral constitution, placing certain sub- 
jects under the jurisdiction and control of the 





congress of the United States. The constitu- 
tional power to authorize a uniform system 
of bankruptcy throughout the United States 
has been a most heneficent and efficient pro- 
vision. The power to establish and control a 
uniform national banking system, to coin 
money and regulate the issue of national notes 
has tended to establish a stable currency and 
a permanent standard of monetary values 
throughout the whole country. 

At the Northwestern Mutual Life conven- 
tion George Pick was awarded first prize for 
largest amount of business written. He pro- 
duced over $1,000,000 last year. Over $12,- 
coo,coo on the company’s books has been writ- 
ten by Mr. Pick. M. E. O'Brien of Laurium, 
Mich., got the second prize. He wrote $500,- 
ooo last year, living in a town of less than 
3,000 inhabitants and permitted to write in 
only two counties where the total population 
is 80,000 people. L. W. Mack of New York 
City got the third prize for writing nearly 
$5co,0co «6(of §6vbusiness. Other prizes were 
awarded to J. W. McGivern, Green Bay, Wis.:; 
F. W. Allen, New York: N. P. Langford, St. 
Paul; Ralph Hobart, Chicago; H. N. Cocker- 
line, Oregon. 





PROGRAI OF ACTUARIAL CONGRESS. 


International Body Will Meet in Berlin Next 
Year to Discuss Subjects Vital to 
Insurance Business. 


The fifth International Congress of 


Actua- 
ries will be held in Berlin, Germany, Sept. 
10-15 next year. The following program is 
given: 


A. Objects for discussion. 

1. Industrial insurance and in particular 
the insurance of children. (The management 
of industrial insurance—Legislation on the 
insurance of children—Proposals to possibly 
improve the methods of industrial insurance. ) 
é II. Methods of calculating and determin- 
ing extra premiums for hazardous risks. 
(What form of reserve should be carried on 
such policies for hazardous risks, war risks, 
etc. ) 

Ill. Mortality 
(Should the 
annuities be 
revisionary annuities?) 

IV.a) Methods of insuring abstainers. 
b) Methods of insuring persons whose oc- 
cupations connect them with the manufacture 
or sale of alcholic beverages. (Under what 
conditions should they be insured—Mortality 
among them.) 

V. Insurance on the lives of women. (Un- 
der what condition should they be insured ?— 


tables for  annuitants. 
mortality tables for immediate 


the same as for deferred and 


What mortality has been experienced ?—Are 
extra premiums necessary, and in what 
form?) 


VI. Question of taxes imposed upon in- 
surance companies. (The legislation on_ it. 
—Taxes on foreign companies.—The best way 
to agree the interests of treasury, companies 
and insured.) 

B. Objects for memories only. 
VII. Limits within which 
possible. (Which kind of insurance has 
an ethical and social value from the actuarial 
point of view.—Which kind of insurance must 
not be managed or have to be eventually for- 

bidden ?) 

VIII. Methods of conducting mortality in- 
vestigations. 

IX. Methods of adjusting or graduating 
tables of mortality. 

X. The progress in teaching of acturial 
science in schools and colleges. 


insurance is 


_ XI. The progress of insurance legisla- 
tion. ; 
XIT. Aids to actuarial calculation. (De- 


scriptions of calculating machines and other 
technical apparatus.—There is projected an 


exhibition of machines, apparatus, etc.) 
XIII. The uniformity of legal require- 
ments, especially as regards reports to be 


made to the insurance authorities. 





MAKES NEW YORK LIFE CONNECTION. 
H. H. Ward at Cleveland, 


former general 


agent of the State Mutual Life, finished his 
work with that company on July 17 to be- 
come vice-president and secretary of the Me- 
Clean Arms & Ordnance Company of Cleve- 
land. Mr. Ward did not desire to terminate 
his life insurance connections absolutely and 


hence has accepted a special proposition from 





the New York Life to write insurance in 
conjunction with his regular work. He will 
be allowed to take applications in any part 
of the world where he might be in the inter- 
ests of the McClean gun. 





SECURITY MUTUAL AGENTS’ MEETING. 





Many Papers Are Provided for, to Be Followed 
by Timely Discussion—Program 


Is Given. 
The agency convention of the Security 
Mutual Life is being held at Binghamton 
this week, when the new home office will be 


dedicated. On Tuesday morning President W 


H. Booth of the agency association called the 


members. to order. Welcome was given by 
Mayor S. L. Smith. The reports of officers 
and committees were heard. On ‘Tuesday 


afterncon § the 

out: 
Address—Chas. M. 
“My Favorite 

Superintendent. 
Discussion—Led by 


following program was carried 


Turner, Vresident 


Policy’ —Chas. L. Tebbets, Field 


Craig Cofield, Atlanta, Ga. 


“The Promotion of Harmonious Relations 
Among Agents, as Exemplified by Local Under 
writers Associations’—Jas. T. Kennedy, Field 
Superintendent. 

Discussion—Led by Herman Fellinger, Cleve 


land, O. 

“Life Insurance—lIts 
Fabrie’—C, C. Randolph, , 

Discussion—Led by W. Vierce, Buffalo, N. Y 

A smoker was given at the company’s 
office in the evening. On Wednesday the 
following was the program: 
_“Why Life Insurance Appeals to 
Nature’—T. McCarty, 


Relation to the 
Washington, ID. 


Social 


Man's Better 
Birmingham, Ala. 


Discussion—Led by H. C. King, Kansas City, 
Mo. 

“Special Qualifications of Successful Solicitors 
(a) Value of Equipment; (b) Value of Tact; (c) 
Value of Concentrated Energy”—A. B. Mowe, As 
sistant General Manager. 

Discussion—Led by John W. McCracken, Fort 
Worth, Tex. 

“Load for the Game You Are After’’—A. 8S. Ren 


nie, Chicago, IIL. 
“Other Makes of Guns” 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
“Energy vs. Apathy’—F. II. 
City, Miss. 
“Selection 


Led by 8S. J. Stookey, 


Lotterhos, McComb 
Against the Company 
Tendency of Voor Risks to 
or Term Insurance”’—D. 8. 

Discussion—Led by 
Vhiladelphia. 

“Practical 


Due to the 
Apply for Low Rate 
Dickenson, Actuary. 

Albert S. Smith, M. D., 


Methods of Aiding Agents in the 
Field’—Wilson Williams, Field Superintendent. 

Prize Drill of Security's “Blue Ribbon Bri 
gade"—F. W. Jenkins, Third Vice-President and 
General Counsel, Drillmaster. 


On Thursday afternoon the members were 
entertained at Casino Park. In the morning 
the following was the program: 

“Why Sell Life Insurance” 
Mo. 

“Obstacles and How to Overcome 
Ilerbener, Providence, R. I. 

Discussion—Led by E. R. 
Ark. 

“The Future of Our Business’’—By prophets old 
und new. An opportunity for everybody. 

Closing Address—lDresident Turner. 


Jas. Rt. Page, Milan, 


Them’—J. U. 


Willson, Fayetteville, 





NEW YORK LIFE’S EXPENSES. 

The New York Life in its 

attention to the fact that salaries of officers 

and clerks for 1904 amounted to 46 cents 

for each $1,000 insurance in force. It pre- 
sents the following figures: 


bulletin calls 


1sve. 1904. 
Salaries (including the 
six executive  offi- 
cers in 1802 and the 
ten im 1904)...... x 570,127 & WOO ATS 
Insurance in force : Le 1 a 





1G, so1.2 272 


Income 
Number of 





Pe a ockae be abwe 224,008 924,712 
New insurance  pro- 

GUG0G +< 000s o* $17 TU,500, 320 $542,212,569 
Dividends to policy y 

BORGO cccce eevee 1,260,340 5,980,491 
The company says: “The salaries of the 
New York Life for maintaining its plant 


of machinery have increased during the past 
13 years but 55 percent, while the gross busi- 
ness handled has increased in round figures 
nearly 300 percent. 
++ ++ 
BREWSTER LEADS THE COUNTRY. 

G. S. Brewster of Redwine & Brewster 
agency of the Hartford Life in Indiana led 
all the managers in the country as regards 
personal business issued for the first six 
months of the year. Mr. Howard of Ala- 
bama is second and Mr. Redwine of Indiana 
third. 





ene a AA ACO ee NE AO A ee 


— 


16 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 





July 27, 1905. 








LIFE NOTES. 


The Cedar Rapids Life of Iowa is being 
organized with $100,000 capital. 

E. H. Morgan: becomes general agent of the 
Northwestern National Life at DeKalb, Ill. 

The Bankers Life of Des Moines has re- 
fused to accept risks located in the swamp 
districts of southeast Missouri. 

Representatives of the Metropolitan and the 
Western & Southern at Terre Haute, Ind., 
held a picnic together recently. 


Elmer Dwiggins of the Central Life of 
Iowa has established new agencies at Grand 
Rapids, Constantine and Hastings, Mich. 

The Indianapolis branch office of the New 
York Life has been moved from the Indiana 
Trust building to the Traction Terminal build- 
ing. 

The Life Uuderwriters Agency has been in- 
corporated at Denver by Frank E. Tesch, 
former deputy insurance commissioner of 
Colorado. 

The New Jersey department is appraising 
the real estate of the Mutual Benefit Life. 
The department has a man looking over the 
company’s loans. 


John M. Kramer, manager of the Fidelity 
Mutual Life at Dayton, O., was awarded the 
prize for the largest production of new busi- 
ness for a given time. 

Owing to the Equitable revelations, the 
Canadian Parliament will investigate life in- 
surance during the recess, and if necessary 
will amend the laws next session. 

M. C. Neal, an industrial agent of the Pru- 
dential at Springfield, Ill, has been bound 
over to the grand jury, charged with embez- 
zling $25 by manipulating his collection 
book. 

A farewell dinner was given Daniel Boone, 
for seven years director of agents of the 
New York Life in Kansas City, prior to his 
departure for the home office to become in- 
spector of agents. 


Frank G. Bigelow, the defaulting president 
of the First National Bank of Milwaukee, had 
life insurance amounting to $534,665. The pol- 
icies have a cash value of $50,452, which be- 
comes available for creditors. 

The following Ohio men have been elected 
as delegates to the Travelers’ convention at 
Hartford in August up to July 1: V. D. 
Butman, Fremont, O.; J. H. Johnson, Cleve- 
land; McClellan Spriggs, Woodsfield; E. P. 
Moulton, Cleveland; A. H. Hunker, Toledo; 
W. T. Price, Columbus; Frank A. Heckle, 
Cincinnati. 





MICHIGAN MUTUAL’S NEW CONTRACT. 





Offers Pure Insurance with All Investment 
Features Eliminated—Will Appeal to 
Those Who Fear Fraternals. 


The Michigan Mutual Life has just placed 
upon the market a form of policy intended 
especially for those who desire insurance only, 
insurance from which has been eliminated all 
forms of investment and which extends over 
the whole term of life with a level premium. 
The company believes this policy will appeal 
particularly to those persons who have reason 
to fear the uncertainty of fraternal rates. The 
policyholder pays for insurance only, and if 
the policy is not kept in force by the payment 
of premiums, paid-up insurance according to 
the Michigan statutes is granted, and the 
amount of such paid-up insurance is indorsed 
upon the policy each year, commencing with 
the third. Rates per $1,000 of insurance fol- 
low: 








AMONG THE CASUALTY MEN. 


NEW CASUALTY COPPANY ORGANIZED. 











Bankers and Prominent Business Men of the 
Northwest Are Promoting an Institu- 
tion with $300,000 Capital. 





The Northwestern Fidelity & Burglary In- 
surance Company is the name of a new Minne- 
sota company which will have headquarters in 
Minneapolis. The company will have a capi- 
tal of $300,000 and a surplus of $150,000 paid 
up. The first steps toward organization are 
being taken by a committee of Minnesota 
bankers and business men. A large part of the 
stock of the company will be held by the banks 
of the Twin Cities and the country banks of 
Minnesota and North Dakota. 





RANKING TRAVELERS’ MEN. 


Among the first ten Travelers’ managers, the 
following is the rank of managers in the mid- 
dle west on the basis of net increase in acci- 
dent premiums since Jan. 1: 1, S. R. McBur- 
ney, St. Louis; 2, Turner & Nnchols, Kansas 
City; 5, John A. Eddy, Des Moines; 6, H. A. 
Hunsaker, Denver; 8, W. E. Schilling, Indian- 
apolis; 10, Ira A. Fisher, Peoria. 

Among the ten ranking agents the western 
men rank as follows on the basis of new acci- 
dent premiums; 3, L. P. Eldridge, Colorado 
Springs; 4, W. H. Jenkins, St. Louis; 5, Frank 
A. Heckle, Cincinnati; 6, A. B. Ambler, St. 
Louis; 8, E. D. Rae, St. Louis; 9, A. K. Van 
Hook, Topeka. 

++ ++ 
RAYMOND GETS CREDIT BRANCH. 


Charles L. Raymond of Detroit, general 
agent of the London Guarantee & Accident for 
Michigan, has been appointed by the Credit In- 
surance Adjustment Company representative 
for the credit insurance department. George 
L. Swan will have charge of the credit insur- 
ance line at Mr. Raymond’s office. Both have 
been recently in Chicago, where they “at- 
‘tended the school” of the Credit Insurance Ad- 
justment Company and made a study of the 


business and are now preparing to develop 
the field. 
~ ~ 


HIS POLICY CAME IN HANDY. 


David Hogg, the well-known Chicago 
whisky man, took a residence liability policy 
in the Travelers a while ago at a premium 
of four dollars. Recently three men put a rope 
around a chimney to assist in raising some- 
thing to the roof. They pulled the chimney 
down and all three were injured by falling 
bricks. It is said that the damages will be 
considerable. 

++ ++ 


SOLICITING CASUALTY LINES. 


The Fidelity & Casualty Company in its 
bulletin calls attention to the agitation in 
life insurance circles, owing to exposures 
this year, and declares, pending the return 
of public confidence, life insurance agents 
find it more profitable to solicit different 
lines of casualty insurance. The general 
suspicion in the public mind has no doubt 
militated against the work of life agents. 

++ te 


TROUBLE OVER BANK’S BONDS. 


It is reported that the receiver of the 
Citizens Saving Banks Company of Lorain, 
O., is arranging to bring suit against the 
private parties who were on the bonds of the 
cashier and assistant cashier before the bond- 
ing companies took the liability off their 
hands. All have so far refused to pay, it is 
said. This will be one of the hard points to 
decide in case of litigation. The bonding 
companies, before they signed bonds, had 
statements that all the accounts were correct 
and straight. One of them had been on the 
bonds but a few months and for this reason 
would naturally believe that the greater part 
of the peculations were indulged in while 
their predecessors stood responsible. It is 
also stated that the books were not audited 
often enough to comply with the conditions 
of the honding companies’ agreements. From 





present prospects it would seem that the 
trouble is in a very much muddled condition. 
++ 
MAY REQUIRE CORPORATE SURETY. 


It is understood that a bill will probably 
be passed in the next session of the Indiana 
legislature making it imperative for public 
officers to furnish corporate surety. Some 
township trustees and county officials in 
Indiana are behind in ttheir accounts and 
this has created a sentiment in favor of 
bonding companies acting as surety. 

at 
INDIANA PREMIUMS AND LOSSES. 

The following are the premiums and losses 

in Indiana for six months: 


Premiums. Losses. 

Amer. Credit Indem...... $11,500 $ 3,121 

Hartford Steam Boiler.... 20,784 851 

London Guar. & Acci...... 20,223 3,916 

Emeeme BEUTGR) 2. cccccess 3,896 2,459 

RUUD oc.cedcedonesarss 56,950 17,006 
++ +++ 


CONDEMNS SURETY METHODS. 


Commissioner Cutting of Massachusetts in his 
report refers to the common practice of surety 
companies of issuing bonds with insufficient 
collateral. He thinks that the absence of legis- 
lation regarding reserves for outstanding 
claims of surety companies will eventuaily 
cause disaster in many quarters, and recom- 
mends that action be taken to require com- 
panies to put up an adequate reserve. 

w+ ++ 
BOTH WANT THE AGENTS. 


George R. Callis, secretary and treasurer of 
the United States Fidelity & Guaranty, has 
been in Minneapolis for ‘some time personally 
directing the movements of the special agency 
force recruited from the home office, endeav- 
oring to hold the local agents in the north- 
west by offering direct contracts and an extra 
5 percent commission. The Fred L. Gray 
Company, the northwestern managers of the 
United States Fidelity, who will sever their 
connection on Sept. 1, are urging the agents 
not to make any connection until after 
Sept. 1. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


The National Surety has been admitted to 
Kansas. 


The AEtna Indemnity has been admitted 
to the Chicago Surety Underwriters Associa- 
tion. 


The National Surety has just secured the 
business of the Royal Neighbors of America, 
bonding five thousand subordinate lodges. 

The Indiana Casualty Company has been or- 
ganized at Earl Park, Ind., with $200,000 capi- 
tal stock. It will issue accident and sick bene- 
fit insurance. 


The Wisconsin Mutual Plate Glass Insur- 
ance Company has been organized at Juneau, 
Wis. M. Hartzheim is president and P. A. 
Hemmy, secretary. 

J. W. Sweet of the home office of the Na- 
tional Surety has resigned to take charge of 
the bond department of the Negley & Clark 
agency at Pittsburg. 

W. R. Meservie, clerk of the county court 
of Ritchie county, W. Va. has been elected 
general manager of the West Virginia Cas- 
ualty Company of Clarksburg. 

It is reported that the bonding business of 
the A. Booth Packing Company was recently 
canceled by one of the Baltimore companies 
on account of bad experience. It is said to 
have been taken by another company at 37% 
cents. 


D. A. Givens, who was formerly manager 
of the Preferred at Memphis, Tenn., and later 
special agent of the A=tna Life at that point, 
has become connected with the Pennsylvania 
Casualty at Chicago under Wickes & Arnold, 
managers. 

The surety companies in Chicago are now 
figuring on bids for the bond of the con- 
tractors of the intercepting Lawrence ave- 
nue sewer. The bond amounts to $1,250,000. 
It is likely that one company will write the 
entire bond and reinsure part of its line. 

The Walker-Allen Company of Minneap- 
olis has secured the general agency of the 
Casualty Company of America for Minnesota 
and Western Wisconsin. It also gets the 
Title Guaranty & Trust Company for Minne- 
sota, North Dakota and northern Wisconsin. 
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POLICYHOLDERS GIVE VIEWS. 


(Continued from Page 8.) 
$80,000,000, without disclosing that the greater 
part represented deferred dividends. 

Deferred Dividends Should Be Discontinued. 

“The issuance of deferred dividend poli- 
cies should be discontinued or greatly limited. 
The legitimate business of a life insurance 
company is to insure the life of the individual 
and to issue annuities. It should not be used 
as an investment company or as a means of 
gambling on the misfortunes of others. The 
issuance of policies on which dividends are 
deferred for long periods seems to be open to 
both these objections. It is clearly open to 
other objections. It tends to extravagance 
and inefficient management, because it removes 
the protection which flows from publicity and 
annual accounting. The annual declaration of 
dividends, the best practical test of the effi- 
ciency of the management, is denied to the 
policyholders. It vests also in the management 
the control of huge funds not required as an 
insurance reserve, with the temptations inci- 
dent thereto. 

Investment of Funds Should Be Safeguarded. 

“To insure safety the investments of the 
society should be surrounded with the legal 
safeguards as to the character of investments 
now supplied in case of savings banks. The 
funds held by life insurance companies are held 
for purposes in the main similar to those for 
which savings banks exist, but the safeguards 
applied by law as to the character of savings 
bank investments are lacking in the case of 
life insurance companies. 

Officers Should Have No Other Business. 

“Further to protect the funds of the society 
and to prevent their being used directly or in- 
directly to further the private or other inter- 
ests of officers, provision should be made to 
prohibit the executive officers from engaging 
in any other business or holding office in any 
other corporations. Treasury safeguards 
should also be adopted to prevent payments 
without properly authorized warrants. 

Publicity Is Advocated. 

“Methods of accounting should be _ intro- 
duced by which the directors may be kept ad- 
vised at all times in detail of the conditions 
and the operations of the business. The cost 
of every department of the business and every 
kind of busines transacted must be clearly 
determined and disclosed, and likewise the 
condition, character, and result of each invest- 
ment. Publicity as to the policyholder also is 
essential to secure the confidence of the public 
and to ensure the proper conduct of the busi- 
ness by officers and directors. 

“In order that the above recommendations 
may be not only introduced, but properly 
carried out and maintained, the complete mu- 
tualization of the society is necessary. It 
should be brought under the absolute control 
of the policyholders.” 





ACCIDENT MEN’S CONVENTION. 
(Continued from Page 6.) 
other side, and to get in line if it could be 
made general. 
Interpretation of Uniform Phraseology. 

Uniform phraseology sometimes requires in- 
‘terpretation. The committee had drawn quite 
carefully a clause covering the granting of 
double indemnity in cases of injury in a burn- 
ing building. Walter Faxon of the tna 
argued that as phrased at present a man might 
be injured while in a building which was on 
fire and yet not receive an injury by reason 
of the fire or anything connected therewith. 
He thought there should be a limitation in a 
phrase so that the accident should be plainly 
stated as being caused by the fire. After 
quite a good deal of talk some legal, some 
grammatical, some plain common sense, it was 
sent to the uniform phraseology committee 
with instructions to incorporate the limitation. 
Aside from this, the uniform phraseology com- 
mittee did not take up very much time. It is 
not improbable, however, that several of the 
phrases which were framed by the committee 
and adopted last year will have to be recast 
so as to be a little more explicit, or in other 
words, to be so interpreted as to induce com- 
mon action. 

Statistical Bogy Looms Up. 

The old statistical bogy has invaded the ac- 
cident field. The fire insurance men have an 
idea that sharing their statistics is giving the 
other fellow an undue advantage in the shape 
of experience, which he has not aided in ac- 
cumulating. That this view is a fallacy does 





not seem to make very much difference to the 
firemen, and some of the accident men, in fact 
quite a number of them, appear to hold the 
same view. Only a comparatively small number 
of the companies, something like a dozen, have 
furnished or are preparing the statistics of the 
health business for 1903 in accordance with the 
vote at Portland. The balance seem to be 
rather statistic shy. Taking those who have 
furnished, quite a respectable amount of data 
has been secured, but the one hundred and 
seventy-five thousand exposures do not really 
mean as much as they appear to. There are a 
large number of diseases included in the inves- 
tigation and in some of them the number of 
exposures is too small to give a satisfactory 
average. They will be printed, however, for 
some diseases they will be sufficiently compre- 
hensive to afford a basis of co-operation, while 
others will need that more companies co- 
operate in the succeeding years. 
Report Will Be Printed. 

The report will be printed as soon as it can 
be conveniently put in shape., and it is hoped 
that other companies will think that it is to 
their advantage to join in the statistics cover- 
ing the business of 1904 and 1905. There has 
been a lot of work in the preparation of these 
statistics, and they will be about the only fig- 
ures available for the companies to determine 
where they are at in this matter of health in- 
surance. 

Politics Played a Part. 

There was plenty of politics at the conven- 
tion. The political game began about as soon 
as the men began to assemble, and it continued 
until the nominating committee had completed 
its report. This political agitation is biennial 
so far as the accident convention is concerned 
because when they get a good president, they 
give him a second term. Mr. Lott has proved 
a very successful and capable officer. When 
the men arrived at Muskoka there were two 
parties, one favoring the east and another the 
west, and each having strong men for presi- 
dent. There was talk, there were little knots 
caucusing the situation. Some men declared 
what they would do and what they would not 
do, and so it went on. 

Resort to Common Sense. 

Following the example of Japan, the asso- 
ciation availed itself of the experience and 
common sense of such men as Messrs. McNeill 
of Boston; Bunker of Chicago; Moore of 
Philadelphia, who having brought up the as- 
sociation from childhood, were safe counsel- 
ors. Just what these men advise can best be 
gathered from the fact that the m yminating 
committee reported an eastern man for presi- 
dent and a western man secured the chair- 
manship of the executive committee, the two 
having been the principal candidates for the 
presidency. In the selection of William Bro. 
Smith for president, the oldest company in the 
business is recognized. Besides this, the asso- 
ciation secures a man who is _ thoroughly 
familiar with the work and aims of the asso- 
ciation, and is used to doing things. In 

. B. Alexander, the new chairman of the 
executive committee, the leading western com- 
pany is recognized. Mr. Alexander has had 
a good deal of experience in co-operative mat- 
ters, and his success as president of the De- 
troit Conference shows pretty clearly that the 
executive committee will not only have a clean 
and clear-cut policy this coming year, but that 
it will quite largely be able to accomplish what 
the committee desires to have accomplished. It 
is a strong team. 

Little Discussion on Health Insurance. 

There was no discussion of health insurance 
to speak of. The report of Dr. Keelor on 
statistics was accepted without much talk and 
the health questions scheduled for discussion 
went over for lack of statistics upon which 
to base the discussion. These items will prob- 
ably appear in next year’s program. 

The ethical questions did not receive very 
much consideration. It is easy to talk on 
ethics, and when one gets through there is 
likely to be considerable dearth of results. 
The two ethical questions up were the value 
of binding agreements for curing ethical diffi- 
culties and the question of stealing agents. 
There seemed to be an idea from the very 
first that these features of the program would 
not bring out very much. The idea was cor- 
rect. On one, Ralph Butler started to make 
a speech and hardly got warmed up before he 
stopped and the discussion was declared 
closed; that was all there was to it. 

Stealing of Agents. 
On the agent-stealing proposition two or 





three men talked. Some horrible examples 
were hinted at, but not definitely located. 
Some resolutions, looking to discipline, were 
introduced, and withdrawn, and finally the 
matter went to a committee. After the first 
intimation that agents had been stolen, which 
was made by George E. McNeill of Boston a 
silence that was almost painful fell upon the 
convention, which was broken first by a bat 
flying into the meeting room, which diverted 
attention. Then somebody told a_ story. 
Somebody else wanted dates and names and 
none were willing to follow in the lead of the 
story told by William Bro. Smith, who said 
that in a political meeting once upon a time, 
a man desired to locate an offence and was 
warned by the chairman that personalities 
would not be permitted. The gentleman re- 
plied that he had no wish to disobey the ruling 
of the chair, but “would simply say that the 
initials of the gentleman’s name were Patrick 
J. Murphy.” Take it on the whole, if there 
were any agent-stealers’ present, they need not 
have been badly alarmed at the action of the 
convention. 
Ohio Department’s Ruling. 


Sometimes it is necessary to fish or cut bait, 
and that was the way it was to the ruling of 
Insurance Commissioner Vorys of Ohio. The 
sun stroke, septecemia clause which Mr. Vorys 
objects to, and concerning which he postponed 
action that the convention might take action, 
came up Thursday night for consideration. It 
was real amusing in one way to watch the 
tendency to refer things to committees. 
Somebody moved to refer this to a committee, 
but was informed by the chair that action 
must be taken at the meeting. There really 
was only one thing to do, and that was com- 
ply with the Ohio department’s request. The 


- Fidelity & Casualty had prepared a clause 


which satisfied the commissioner by expressly 
connecting the clause with accidental causes. 
Really the clause does not mean a great deal 
in the form acceptable to the commissioner, 
because he holds that it is life insurance if 
not specifically and clearly accident insurance. 
Several of the men felt that the whole thing 
might as well be stricken out, and be per- 
mitted to come under the general clauses of the 
policy covering accidental injuries. Of course 
Mr. Vorys’ request is a command, and the 
only question is how soon other departments 
will make similar requests. It rather looks 
as though this especial clause was in the seer 
and yellow leaf. 
Companies Warming Up. 

Probably the most noticeable thing about the 
convention was the interest shown by com- 
panies which have heretofore taken a sort of 
informal and non-committal attitude toward 
the organization. It was the first meeting for 
John T. Stone of the Maryland Casualty. Mr. 
Stone took an active part in the meeting, ex- 
pressing himself in sympathy and accord 
with its aims and desires of advancing the 
objects for which it stands. The letter of 
President Dunham was commendatory of the 
association, and putting himself in thorough 
accord with its purposes. He commended 
William Bro. Smith as the Travelers’ repre- 
sentative. President Seward of the Fidelity 
& Casualty also wrote a letter expressing 
regrets of his inability to be present, and with 
assurances of best wishes. There was also 
quite a full representation of Canadian com- 
panies. Taken altogether, it was the most 
representative gathering of accident insurance 
men as yet held on the American continent. 

Edson S. Lott has good reason to be pleased 
with the progress which the association has 
made under his presidency. He has devoted 
much time to the work and retires from office 
with the knowledge that he is regarded by the 
accident underwriters as the best executive that 
ever happened. 

Officers Are Elected. 

The officers elected were president, Wil- 
liam Bro. Smith of the Travelers; vice-presi- 
dents, George C. Dana, Commercial Travelers 
of Utica, and J. E. Roberts, Dominion of 
Canada Guarantee & Accident; treasurer, 
George C. Pratt, New Amsterdam; secretary, 
G. Leonard McNeill, Massachusetts Mutual 
Accident. Executive Committee, H. G. B. Al- 
exander, chairman; Continental Casualty, Chi- 
cago; Franklin J. Moore, General Accident, 
Philadelphia; Edson S. Lott, United States 
Casualty, F. E. Haley, Iowa Traveling Mens, 
Des Moines; Walter C. Faxoyp, Aitna; A. E. 
Forrest, North American, Chicago; Wilfred C. 
Potter, Preferred Accident, and A. W. Mas- 
ters, London Guarantee & Accident, Chicago. 
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COPRAN IN SIGHT OF HOME. 
President J. W. G. Cofran of the Western 
Union and his wife, who have been abroad for 
some weeks, are due to arrive in New York 
this week. 





FIRE INSURANCE SYMPOSIUM. 


(Continued from Page 6.) 
the business. The speaker called attention 
to snap and hasty adjustments, especially 
for advertising purposes, and deplores that 
sort of settlement. He stated that the public 
got a wrong idea in the use of these methods. 

General Downing then advocated uniform 
classification, and believes that unless the 
companies do so voluntarily the states will 
get together and pass laws making it im- 
perative for companies to pool their expe- 
riences. He thinks by this uniform  classifi- 
cation method it will then be easy to tell 
whether rates are adequate or not. He said 
that life insurance companies are never an- 
noyed by anti-compact laws, simply because 
their rates are based on mortality experience. 
He thinks that the laws governing human 
mortality are no more certain than those 
governing fire. He believes that if this clas- 
sification method is adopted much of the 
friction between the public and the companies 
will pass away. 

Superintendent A. I. Vorys. 

Mr. Joseph then introduced A. TI. Vorys, 
superintendent of insurance of Ohio, who 
spoke on “The Department, the Company and 
the Special Agent.” In introducing his sub- 
ject he referred to General Downing’s plea 
for uniform classification, and told of his 
experience in attempting to get such a law 
passed in Ohio. He acknowledged that he 
was not big enough to get such a law 
through, and if it ever comes to pass it will 
have to be through the medium of the in- 
surance men. He thinks that there is such 
a diversity in hazard in risks of the same 
character that it will be difficult to find a 
satisfactory method of classification. 

The Age of Association. 

Mr. Vorys said that the present age was 
one of association of men of the same occu- 
pation and who thought along the same lines. 
He believes that much can be accomplished 
by these organizations. Mr. Vorys referred 
to the graft in high quarters, and said that 
suspicion had been cast on honest as_ well 
as dishonest men. He thinks that the opin- 
ion of the masses is the best criterion of 
rectitude and said that honor will always 
be the idol of the American people. He de- 
clared that the present agitation against graft 
and use of trust funds for personal ends 
will have a moral uplift. 

Danger of the Other Extreme. 

He called attention to the fact that there 
is danger of the pendulum going to the 
other extreme. Insurance departments and 
legislatures must not be overbearing. He 
said that the highest duty of all is to per- 
form the work set before them faithfully 
and honorably. He declared that it is the 
duty of the department to enforce laws as 
they stand, and the only way to change laws 
is by legislative enactment. 

Referring to the company, he said that 
there are no doubt many instances where 
the management is .economical, competent 
and conscientious, and is ready to open its 
books and vaults, and only unquestioned 
soundness will be found. 

He paid a high tribute to the field man 
and stated that there were many opportuni- 
ties of doing good before him. 

L. S. Amonson Makes Some Remarks. 

At the close of Mr. Vorys’ address, the 
presiding officer called on L. S. Amonson, 
agency secretary of the American of Phila- 
delphia, who made a few well-timed remarks 
and delighted his hearers. 

It was decided, on vote, to continue the 
annual symposium, the presiding officer ap- 
pointing a 
Bonar of the North America, A. G. San- 
derson of the Aftna, J. P. Singleton of the 
Niagara, C. L. Hecox of the American of 
Philadelphia, J. G. Stevenson of the Knox 
County Mutual and J. E. Smith of the Ohio 
Farmers to arrange for the event next year. 

Meeting of West Virginia Association. 

The West Virginia Fire Underwriters 

Association held its meeting on Wednesday, 


committee consisting of L. J. 





with President A. G. Sanderson in the chair. 
The reports of the secretary and various 
district commiitees were read, showing the 
state to be in a very favorable condition. 

Considerable discussion arose over the use 
of the clause acknowledging liability for nat- 
vral gas explosion without any additional 
premium. Some companies’ charters do not 
permit them to write this class of insurance, 
and hence it is held to be unfair for other 
companies to acknowledge this liability and 
write policies at the same rate. The matter 
came up at Huntington, where the local 
agents assumed a rather defiant attitude. It 
was decided to charge $1 a thousand where 
natural gas explosion was covered. 

Coal C i les Di d 

The other important subject was the use 
of the three-fourths value clause on coal 
commissaries. It was decided to make the 
use of the 80 percent coinsurance mandatory 
on commissaries and their contents where 
the fire protection was standard. 

Considerable interest was brought out in 
the discussion regarding companies that do 
not co-operate with the association and have 
their daily reports sent through stamping 
secretaries. A large majority of companies 
are now members of the association, but 
some of the important ones are not, and in 
some places do not have their dailies 
stamped. ‘This is particularly true in Wheel- 
ing. An effort will be made to induce those 
in authority to co-operate in this regard. 

It was decided to have the agents in Poca- 
hontas county report through the Charleston 
bureau. The rating committee was instructed 
to harmonize the dwelling rates of superin- 
tendents and storekeepers of mines with the 
proper schedule. 





Fire Protection at Charleston. 

Some comment was made on the fire pro- 
tection at Charleston, it needing some im- 
provement. The mains are not adequate, and 
sometimes the intake is above the water in 
the river. Additional hose is also needed. 
The subject of sprinkled business came up, it 
being charged that the mutuals were getting 
considerable of this class because they made 
low rates when the specifications were given 
them. It was argued that the rating bureau 
should give rates in the same way low 
enough to hold the business. 

Memorials were presented on the deaths 
of Jack S. Moore of the Hanover and A. 
W. Ray, special agent of the Providence 
Washington. 

Ohio Field Club Meeting. 

The Ohio Field Club, with State Agent 
Winwood of the Phoenix of Hartford in 
the chair, held two sessions on Thursday. 
W. H. Clemons of the Phenix of Brooklyn 
was elected to membership. 

A good part of the time was spent in 
discussing the Toledo Street Railway Com- 
pany form, an attempt being made to get a 
more satisfactory form. The railway com- 
pany desires a blanket form, covering the 
“Casino” and leaving out some of its most 
desirable property. The insurance companies 





The John Hancock Life 


has some excellent territory in north- 


ern and 


southern Illinois open for 


the right men. Very liberal com- 
mission contracts with renewals of- 
fered. Get with a company whose 
dividends to policyholders exceed 
all others, so that competition is 
always welcomed. Apply to 


HENRY T 


153 La Salle St. - - 


. BARTOW, Supt. Agencies 
Chicago 











WANTED 


For Specialty Work 


Ten exp 
tor placing 


ert life insurance salesmen 
capital stock in connection 


with new business. (Inc »rporated under 


laws of Illi 
for capital 


nois, with charter providing 
stock of $500,000 and surplus 


of $500,000.) 


Address 


American Mutual Life Ins. Co. 
First Nat’] Bank Bldg., Chicago 








TRY 


OUR. PLAN 


We have something attractive 


for Ind 


iana and Michigan agents 


in the way of Income Insurance, 
providing accident and health 
benefits for both sexes. Wecan 
provide for the small or large 
premium man at monthly or 
other rates. 

Our agency contracts are win- 
ners, giving you a permanent 
income. W ite for particulars. 


POSTA 


L INSURANCE CO. 
South Bend, Ind. 











SURPLUS LINES 


THE GREAT LAKES FIRE AND 
MARINE INSURANCE CO. 
E. E. NIESS, Agent 
171 LA SALLE ST., CHICACO, ILL. 





Surplus Lines 
RELIABLE STOCK POLICIES ONLY 


We have just completed arrangements where by 
we have special facilities for placing Surplus Insur- 
ance. Applications accompanied by the usual infor- 
mation and list of concurrent insurance in repre- 
sented companies will receive prompt attention, 
and on acceptable risks policies will be forwarded 


without delay. 


General Agents for Ohio, Pennsylvania and 


Michigan 


German American Town Mutual Insurance Co. 


of St. Louis, Mo. 


CASH POLICIES, NON-ASSESSABLE 


0. N. 


BEACH & CO. 


526 Williamson Bidg., Cleveland, O. 














The Washington Life 
Insurance Co. ESTABLISHED 


JOHN TATLOCK, President 


NEW PLAN FOR AGENTS 
_ A salaried contract whereby a permanent 
increasing income is accruing. 


Get in line with our civil service plan 
with one of the old established companies. 


Write for particulars. 
DAVIS & McGREW 


State Managers for Illinois and Wisconsin 
153 LaSalle St., CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Queen City Fire Ins. Co. 


of Sioux Falls, S. D. 


$200,000 Paid-up Capital 


Writes a general business including 


FARM AND TORNADO INSURANCE 


Reliable Agents Wanted 


BROWN, ANDERSON & YOUNG 


Ceneral Agents 


159 La Salle St. CHICACO 














Louisville Insurance Co. 


FIRE AND TORNADO INDEMRITY 
Organized 1872 





Agencies Being Established in Illinois 
and Wisconsin 





HENRY P. MACILL & CO. 
CENERAL ACENTS 
184 La Salle Street, Chicago 





SURPLUS LINES 


TRADERS FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


of Toronto, Can. 
Authorized Capital, $1,000,000 
Toronto Conflagration Losses, $40,000, Paid in Cash 
A. L. McCRAE, Ceneral Agent 
(53 La Salle Street CHICACO, ILL. 








CHARTERED i811. 


The Newark Fire Ins. Co. 


OF NEWARK, N. J. 


JOHN J. HENRY, CHARLES M. HENRY, 
President. Secretary. 


CARROLL L. DE WITT, 


General Agent, 


153 La Salle Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Applications from Representative Agents desired. 














LEADING CHICAGO AGENTS 


Members of the 
Chicago Underwrlters Association 








FRED. S. JAMES & CO. 
171 La Salle St., CHICAGO 
Agents for The Connecticut, Phenix, Mechanics & 
Traders, National of Hartford, British America, Ger- 
man Alliance, North British & Mercantile, American 
Bonding Company and Casualty Company of America. 













Insurance Agency of 


UMBDENSTOCK, HOOKER & CO. 
159 LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 





CRITCHELL, MILLER, 
WHITNEY & BARBOUR 
138 La Salle St., CHICAGO 


Sole Agents the Pheenix of London, American of 
New Jersey, Spring Garden, County of Philadelphia, 
Camden, Springfie\d F. & M., United Firemen’s, Secur- 
ity of Connecticut, Teutonia of New Orleans, Ins. Co. 
0: the State of Penusylvania. 





do not want to cover the “Casino” under 
the form, believing that it should have spe- 
cific insurance. 

Ohio League Meeting. 

The Ohio League held a meeting Thurs- 
day afternoon, with G. V. Steeb of the Con- 
tinental in the chair. C. E. Kidd of the 
Delaware and Reliance was elected to mem- 
bership. Most of the time was occupied in 
listening to remarks from visitors.’ 

Fire Prevention Association’s Session. 

The Ohio Fire Prevention Association held 
a meeting Thursday, with A. C. Speed in 
the chair. The district committees had not 
reported, and hence very little could be ac- 
complished. One of the committees reported 
that the fire protection at Lorain was en- 
tirely inadequate, and needed additional men 
and apparatus. It has outgrown its old de- 
partment. It -was decided that the special 
agents should make a_ block inspection of 
Toledo at an early date, the work being di- 
vided by pairs. The East Liverpool situa- 
tion was brought up, and the opinion was 
expressed that it was not thought that the 
authorities intended doing anything to bet- 
ter the fire protection. 

To Co-operate with Fire Marshal. 

The point was made that the Ohio fire 
marshal was attempting to get ordinances 
passed in various towns and cities that would 
improve the water supply and fire protection. 
It was thought that much could be accom- 
plished by the committees of the fire preven- 
tion association co-operating with him. It 
was stated that the standard requirements 
could not be followed literally by many of 
the towns, owing to the character of their 
construction and other features. These re- 
quirements will have to be adjusted to 
local conditions, and get such improvements 
as can be secured without too great a burden 
on the community. 





SYMPOSIUM PICK-UPS. 


General Downing was accompanied by Mrs. 
Downing, Miss Natalie Downing and Mrs. 
Downing’s little niece. 

L. A. Lent, who lives at the Victory, and J. 
P. Singleton, who has a cottage on the island, 
were the resident hosts. They were convenient 
when it came to having checks guaranteed. 

The friends of George K. March were 
charmed with his new bride, who added much 
to the social end of the occasion. 

Many of the visiting delegations wandered 
down to the beach to watch the bathers. 

Slot machines here, slot machines there, slot 
machines clicking everywhere. 

No Ohio convention is complete without A. 
P. Ross of Columbus and his seven titles. 

The ladies were the fairest, the most entrane- 
ing, the most entertaining. The convention 
would have been a failure without them. 

B. T. Duffey, Jr., a lad of some twelve sum- 
mers, was popular everywhere, and danced at 
the ball with great ease. 

Manager Sellers of the Ohio bureau, Brown 
of the West Virginia bureau, Walling of the 
Toledo branch, Patton of Cleveland and Cleve- 
land of Cincinnati were on hand. 

The only local agents present were McAn- 
inch of Cleveland and Cole of Canton. 

Misses Louise and Frances Corry, daughters 
of State Agent Corry of the L. & L. & G, 
found much interest in the neighborhood of the 


natatorium. These are two delightful Ohio 
girls. 
R. T. Huggard of the Springfield was too 


busy disciplining his young son to be present. 
The Victory handled 
very nicely. 


pee ple their guests 





Agency Appointments 
Life and Casualty 











LIFE AGENTS 


OTLO. 

BKtna—C. C. Leonard, Fostoria; C. I. 
Columbus; Hl. C. Grafilin, Piqua. 

Amer. Cent.—J. Albert McAfee, 
Adam Vlummer, Rising Sun. 

Canada—J. S. Coe, J. M. Cornish and J. A 
Davis, Cincinnati. 

Equitable, la.—W. M. 
turton, Lakeside. 

Ilome—Stahl. Roscoe. Bradford 


tancroft, 


Toledo: E 


Reid, Darbyville: J. W 


52ND 
ANNUAL STATEMENT 


of WatarvniT.B' 


W.H. STEVENS, President 
JOHN Q. ADAMS, Secretary 


Capital ° oe ° ° $ 500,000.00 
Assets (to protect policyholders) 2,691,926.28 
Net surplus to policyholders 1,212,923.38 
Net surplus to stockholders . 712,923.38 


PRED. W. WILLIAMS, State Agent, Michigan, Detroit 
N. T. JULIAN, Special Agent, Ohio snd W. Va., Columbus 
GUS M. WISE, Special Agent, Ind. and Ky., Indianapolis 


L. S. MacENANEY, Stete Agent, Ill. and Wis., 195 La 
Salle Street, Chicago. 








BANKERS LIFE 


Insurance Company 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 


desires to secure General Agents in the 
larger cities and towns in Illinois and 
Missouri, to whom it offers a very liberal 
contract,carrying with it first and second 
year commissions, together with con- 
tinuous renewals thereafter. 


The company has made a very large f 
increase during the last five years 
record unprecedented by any insurance 
company in the United States. Insur- 
ance underwriters who are desirous of 
securing a permanent location with a 
guaranteed future income will kindly 
communicate with 


Frank Tully, Manager of Agencies 
31 Nassau St., New York City 











FORTY-FIFTH YEAR 





HOME LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEW YORK 


GEORGE E. IDE, President 


Admitted Assets............ $16,606,229.07 

Policy Reserve, etc......... 13,783,512.00 

Dividend-Endowment Fund. . 1,290,036.00 
(Deferred Dividends) 

ff =r 1,134,104.25 

Insurance in Force ......... 74,892,289.00 














ORGANIZED 1870 
35th Annual Statement of the condition of the 


CONCORDIA FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Of MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
DECEMBER 81, 1904 


CASH CAPITAL - - - $200,000.00 


Reinsurance Reserve - 609,770.89 
Reserve for all other Liabilities - 113,320.24 
Met Surplus - - - - 187,797.40 


TOTAL ASSETS - -_ 1,1! 10,888.53 


GEORGE BRU MDER, President 
FRANK DAMKOEHLER, Secretary 








W. B. BIERCE, 
State Agent Michigan and Ohio, Whitney Opera House 
Block, Detroit, Mich. 


H. A. BARTELS, Special Agent 
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@\, RELIANCE 
Br ™> Life Insurance Co. 
re OF 
PITTSBURGH 
JAS. H. REED, President 
LIFE = 
We offer direct renewal contracts for 
excellent territory in Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, New York and New England 
States. 
Address : 
Agency Dept., Pittsburgh, Pa. 








What is the use of saying ‘‘the best company,”’ 
or ‘‘the strongest company,’’ or ‘‘ the largest 
company?’ They all say those things. 


We Say Simply 


—THE— 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA 
Organized 1847 


That Tells the Whole Story 














THE IDEAL POLICY 


The Pacific Mutual Life 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA 





CAN’T BE MATCHED BY ANY OTHER COMPANY 
FOR EXAMPLE 


20 PAYMENT LIPFE—AMOUNT $10,000—AGE 35 
Gives $50 a week if disabled by accident. 
$50 a week if disabled by disease. 
$10,000 if totally and permanently dis- 
abled, 
$5,660 and a cash dividend at the end 
of 20 years. 
$10,000 to your family should you die. 
Assets, $7,500,000 Surplus, $900,000 
AGENTS SHOULD APPLY TO 
DANFORD M. BAKER, General Agent 
Suite 608 Marquette Building, Chicago 














National Life Insurance Company 


OF VERMONT 


Established in 1850. Operating in 42 States. 


Josera A. De Boer, President. 
James I. PHELPs, Vice-President. 
James B. Ester, 2nd Vice-President. 
Osman D. CLark, Secretary. 
H. M. Curver, Treasurer. 
A. B. Bisse, Med. Director. 
C. E. Movtton, Actuary. 
F. A. Howianp, Counsel. 


This Company held January 1, 1905, and gained 
during the past decade: 


Assets, - $31,398 ,453.67 Gain, 1844 
Surplus, - -  3,458,075.90 Gain, 1424 
Insurance, - 134,761,554.00 Gain, 107% 


Sells the Best and Most Modern in Life, Term, 
Endowment and Annuity Insurance. 


OLMSTED BROS. & CO.., State Agents 
Williamson Blidg., Cleveland, Ohio 
D. G. DRAKE, 432 Marquette Bidg., Chicago, II. 














Mass. Mut.—W. J. Baird, Hubbard; Louis 
Wirth, Cincinnati. 

Mutual Benefit—W. S. Pollock, Delaware; A. T. 
Jones, Cambridge; R. A. Starrett, Newark; M. J 
Burke, Marion. 

National, Vt.—T. D. Scott, Xenia. 

New York—cC. W. Brice, Conneaut; W. F. Hop- 
pensack, Cleveland; E. 8. Hunsberger, Barberton. 
Pittsburg L. & T.—W. A. Moore, Wellsville. 
Provident L. & T.—W. J. Wright, Toledo ; Thos. 

Coulter, Canton; Charles R. Judd, Akroa. 

Security Mut.—Carroll Brookfield and Arthur 
Wolfsohn, Cincinnati; W. H. Loveless, Toledo. 

State, Ind.—D. H. Moyer, Chardon; J. M. 
Slater, Kenton. 

Travelers—E. P. Griener, Toledo; J. S. Waters, 
Miamisburg; C. D. Wilson, Barberton ; Ss. T. 
Croyle, Akron. 

INDIANA. 








9} , 

Bankers, Ia.—J. Cradler, Portland; A. D. 
Speer, Zionsville; C. E. Barrett, Laporte. 

Hartford—C, T. McCarty, Shoals. 

Mutual Reserve—yY. 8S. Neff, Keystone. 

National, U. S. A.—N. B. and B. F. Carter, 
Logansport. 

New York—E. M. Cox, Hope; O. G. Klinkenberg, 
Fort Wayne; Fred Wilson and H. W. Bell, In- 
dianapolis. 

N. W. National, Minn.—G. V. Cain, Scottsburg. 

Prudential—H. E. Jones, Jeffersonville; R. K. 
Long, Corydon; J. M. Lewis, New Albany ; . a # 
Mason, Orleans; H. J. Vickers, Evansville; J. F. 
Baumbauer, Wabash; W. M. Johnson, Emison. 

Security T. & L.—David Allen, Martinsville. 

WISCONSIN. 

Cosmopolitan—J. E. Wetzel, Sheboygan; C. H. 
Paulus, Manitowoc; E. J. Juckem, Chilton; C. 
Ploetz, Oshkosh, Nelt Hausen, Wautom. 

Des Moines—W. Erbach, Athens. 

Manhattan—Oscar Altpeter, Milwaukee. 

Minnesota Mut.—Mrs. Berenice Mackin, Lady- 
smith. 

Mutual Benefit—B. C. Ziegler, West Bend. 

New York—J. F. Anderson, Hudson; Mrs. F. T. 
Powers, Mauston. 

Prov. Savings—D. W. 
Minn. 

Travelers—J. C. Thomson, Eau Claire; E. T. 
McLaughlin, Green Bay. 

MICHIGAN. 

Canada—J. Millotte, Vermontville. 

Mass. Mutual—L. F. Hutchison, Lakeside. 

Phenix Mutual—Ebin Nostrant, Conklin; H. L. 
Webber, Detroit; C. A. Gough, Manistee; B. G. 
Woolman, Ortonville. 

Provident L. & T.—W. J. G. Dean, Albion. 

Proy. Savings—Lent I. Wickes, Flint. 

MISSOURI. 

Bankers Life, la.—Joseph R. Palmer, Elsberry. 

Conn. Mutual—Homer McElhany, Carthage. 

Home Life—Wm. I. Matheny, St. Louis; Jose 
H. Bradley, Gifford; J. E. Robinson, Mexico. 

John Hancock—Douglas E. Fletcher, Arcadia. 

Minn. Mutual—Henry C. Rowell, Brookfield; 
T. J. Cowan, Kansas City. 

Mutual Benefit—Orliff V. Sells, Savannah. 

National, Vt.—C. T. Wimberly, Edgerton; John 
A. Wilson, Holliday. 

New York Life—Coleby Cowherd, Platte City; 
Charles C. Rea, Savannah; Jacob A. Snarr, Al- 
bany; H. V. Lucas, St. Louis; D. Rubin, St. 
Louis; H. L. Harlin, St. Louis; Landon T. Sher- 
riil, Naylor ; Arthur W. Davidson, St. Louis; Bert 
oO. "Me Mahon, Grant City; Roy H. Longley, Kan- 
sas City; James H. Thompson, St. Louis. 

Pacific Mutual—Joseph F. Elchert, Slater. 

Penn Mutual—Oscar A. Schenk, St. Joseph. 

Prudential—Theodore Koelling, Warrenton. 

Security Mut.—Paul K. Schnebly, Kansas City. 

Becarity T. & L.—Garland 8. Johnson, Schell 
City 











Crandall, Minneapolis, 








MINNESOTA. 
Bankers, Ia.—A. W. Geggie, Chisholm. 
Conn, } E. J. Murphy, St. Paul. 
Des Moines Austin, Minneapolis. 
John Hancock— J. ita Boege, White — Lake. 
New York Huntley, Spring Valley. 
Provident Savings —D. W. Crandall, Minneapolis. 
Prudential—Charles L. Persons, St. Peter. 
State Mutual—Frank J. Kohler, Hastings. 


CASUALTY AGENTS 


OHIO. 

Citizens Trust & Guaranty, W. Va.—wW. J. 
Cram, Marietta. 

Fid. & Cas.—aA. S. Creps, Lima; J. A. Thrapp, 
West Lafayette; A. R. Smith, Cleveland; Milo 
H. Evans, Cleveland; J. M. Sycks, Delaware: C. 
H. Jenkins, Sandusky; A. H. Lee, Painesville; 
Buell & Robinson, Lorain; D. C. Hart, Toledo; 
M. H. Thompson, Zanesville; O. P. Myers, Alli- 
ance; M. B. White, Hubbard; J. A. Mount, Mor- 
row. 

General Acci., Pa.—W. R. Chase, Marion; J. C. 
Rauber, Fredericktown; E. E. Temple, J. C. Love- 
lace and George Priest, Columbus; Joseph A. 
O'Donnell, Dennison ; John Huff, Columbus. 

Lloyds Plate Glass—Hoffmaster & Beard, 
Youngstown. 

Maryland Cas.—W. V. Young, Dennison. 

Penna. Casualty—Geo. A. Weaver, Columbus. 

INDIANA. 

Cas. Co. of America—W. H. Hill, Vincennes; 
Casteel & Murphy, Brazil. 

Fidelity & Casualty—F. C. Blount, Tipton; 
Alice C. Clapp, Albion. 

Maryland Casualty—Jesse Link, Evansville; V 
E. Miller, Lafayette. 

North American Acci.—J. J. Zoller, Indiana Har- 
bor; F. H. Mosely, Terre Haute; F. D. Harrison, 
Effner. 

U. 8. Casualty—F. B. Williams, Anderson. 

U. 8S. Fid. & Guar.—J. H. Huntington, Bloom- 
ington; J. O. Obear, Delphi. 

WISCONSIN. 

48itna Life—Christian F. Klein, La Crosse. 

Continental Cas.—Ernest Homuth, Burr Oak; 
F. H. Webster, Menomonia. 

Chippewa Valley Cas.—T. E. Sheehan, Ingram; 
E. P. Setterlund, Prentice; H. R. Soulen, Phillips. 

Globe Fraternal Acci.—F. L. Hall, Eau Claire. 




















Frank D. Jackson, President 
Srpney A. Foster, Secretary 


ROYAL UNION 
MUTUAL LIFE INS. CO. 


DES MOINES 


“As I understand it, you propose to 
return to me all I have hol pana Company, 
and $245 in addition.”—W. B. Allison, U. 
S. Senator, on a Fifteen Payment Life. 


“I now have an opportunity to receive 
back all the money f have paid out, and 
$101.83 in profit."—J. B. Foraker, U. S 
Senator from Ohio, on a $2,000, Ten Pay- 
ment Life. 


J. W. A. STAUDT, State Agent 
CANTON, OHIO 








Promises Pleasingly Placed 


In Union Mutual policies. Modern con- 
tracts, convincingly arranged, with in- 
surance guarantee, rights and values 
completely set forth before mention of 
premium rate. Lengthy explanations 
unnecessary — every feature plain and 
simple. Easy to understand; quick to sell. 


UNION MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. 


Portiand, Maine 
FreD E. RICHARDS, President 
ARTHUR L. BATES, Vice-President 


Always a pl ice for active agents who hold 
business written 





Apply to either 
THORNTON CHASE, Superintendent 
84 Adams Street, CHICAGO, ILL. 


EDSON D. SCOFIELD, Superintendent 
180 Broadway, NEW YORK CITY 

















The easiest proposition 
to sell to the public—and 
some people contend the 
fairest proposition—is Life 
Insurance at stock rates. 





Write or call for par- 
ticulars. 


THE WESTERN AND SOUTHERN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY. 
CINCINNAT™”. OHIO, 








The Massachusetts 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
INCORPORATED 1851 











Assets, January 1, 1905, $37,071,297.57 
Liabilities, $33,770,674.54 
Surplus, $3,300,623.03 


Definite paid-up and cash surrender values 
written in every policy 





JOHN A. HALL, President 

HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Vice-President 
W. W. McCLENCH, 2nd Vice-President 
W. H. SARGEANT, Secretary 


CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johaston Building. 
CHICAGO OFFICE: 316 Merchants’ Loan & Trust Building 
L. Brackett Bishop, Mgr. 











